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SUMMER SCHOOL 
PROGRAMME

Time Activity Facilitator/Speaker

DAY 1: Sunday, 8 May

All day Arrivals at the lodge

DAY 2: Monday, 9 May

Theme: Theoretical interventions into the debate on care

9:00 - 9:15 Welcome and introduction Lyn Ossome

9:15 - 11:15 Participants give a 10min 
presentation of their research

All participants

11:15 - 11:30 Tea break

11:30 - 13:30 Introduction to feminist economics Nancy Kachingwe

13:30 - 14:30 Lunch break

14:30 - 17:30 Theoretical interventions into the 
debate on care

Jayati Ghosh

18:30 - 20:30 Meet and greet + Poetry reading

Day 3: Tuesday, 10 May

Theme: Economic crises in historical context and the question of care

9:00 - 9:30 Reflections Nancy Kachingwe

9:30 - 10:45 Session 1 Fatimah Kelleher and 
Crystal Simeoni

10:45 - 11:00 Tea break

11:00 - 13:00 Session 1 continued Fatimah Kelleher and 
Crystal Simeoni

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch Break

14:00 - 15:30 Session 2 Fatimah Kelleher and 
Crystal Simeoni

15:30 - 15:45 Tea break

15:45 - 17:15 Session 2 continued Fatimah Kelleher and 
Crystal Simeoni

Time Activity Facilitator/Speaker

DAY 4: Wednesday, 11 May

Theme: Structural approaches to care

9:00 - 9:30 Reflections Nancy Kachingwe

9:30 - 11:00 Session 1 Lyn Ossome

11:00 - 11:30 Tea break

11:30 - 13:00 Session 1 continued Lyn Ossome

13:00 - 14:30 Lunch Break

14:30 - 16:00 Session 2 Sirisha Naidu

16:00 - 16:15 Tea break

16:15 - 17:45 Session 2 continued Sirisha Naidu

DAY 5: Thursday, 12 May

Theme: Financing the care economy

9:00 - 9:30 Reflections Nancy Kachingwe

9:30 - 11:00 Session 1 Lebohang Pheko

11:00 - 11:30 Tea break

11:30 - 13:00 Session 1 continued Lebohang Pheko

13:00 - 14:30 Lunch Break

14:30 - 16:00 Session 2 Lebohang Pheko

16:00 - 16:15 Tea break

16:15 - 17:30 Session 2 continued Lebohang Pheko

DAY 6: Friday, 13 May

Theme: Feminist critiques of policy

9:00 - 11:00 Policymaking in the care economy Sonia Phalatse

11:00 - 11:15 Tea break

11:15 - 13:00 Presentations Lyn Ossome

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch

14:00 - 15:00 Presentations continuation Lyn Ossome

15:00 - 15:30 Closing Nancy Kachingwe

DAY 7: Saturday, 14 May

All day Departures
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ABOUT THE 
INSTITUTE FOR 
ECONOMIC JUSTICE
The Institute for Economic Justice (IEJ) is an activist 
economic policy think tank in South Africa. 

It provides policy makers and progressive social forces in South Africa 
and Africa with access to rigorous economic analysis, and policy options, 
as a basis for concrete interventions. These interventions aim to advance 
social justice and reduce inequality, promote equitable economic 
development that realises socio-economic rights, and foster a thriving, 
democratic, environmentally sustainable, and inclusive economy that 
places the needs of the majority at the centre. In doing so, it recognises 
the need to change the landscape of economic knowledge production, 
challenge economic orthodoxies, and position excluded voices at the 
heart of economic decision making.

CONCEPT NOTE
Welcome to the second Feminist 
Economics Summer School!

Background and context

Feminist economics as a theoretical and methodological approach 
remains marginal within mainstream economics teaching, discourse 
and policy making in Africa and South Africa. For instance, there are 
currently no degrees dedicated to feminist economics in universities, 
with only a relatively small number of economists doing important 
gendered economic analysis. Feminist or gendered economic discourse, 
therefore, occurs predominately as either a sub- theme within 
development economics programmes or within Development Studies 
or Political Studies. Similarly, within the development of economic 
policy, the challenge to the basic assumptions underlying the practice 
of economics, provided by feminist economics, remains limited. Policy 
questions are often not tackled through a gendered lens or a gender 
variable is simply appended to mainstream approaches. Civil society 
enjoys a strong feminist presence, including those concerned with 
feminist transformations of the economy where the underpinning 
analysis draws on feminist political economy, sociology and gender 
studies. Feminist economics as an analytical approach, however, remains 
largely fragmented and insufficiently present in economic analysis.

The Institute for Economic Justice’s Feminist Economics Summer 
School(FESS) responds to this gap in the use of feminist approaches to 
the study and practice of economics in a number of ways. First,it draws 
on historical and contemporary debates in both feminist economics 
and feminist political economy to challenge orthodoxy in economic 
thinking that is narrowly focused on the market economy, growth 
and accumulation as its primary goals. Second, by focusing on the 
provisioning of human needs and human wellbeing, and bringing 
feminist pedagogical and analytical tools into the deconstruction and 
reframing of basic neoliberal assumptions,the school broadens the 
discussion on progressive development of society. Third, key topics in 
both micro and macro feminist economics are covered with the aim of 
intervening into ongoing theoretical and methodological innovations in 
the field, and with contextual relevance to the global south.

The Summer School curriculum links methodological difference to 
policy difference and in this way aims to generate critical discussions 
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and collaboration between academia, research and policy practitioners. 
Lastly, the School emphasises the study of society through analyses of 
social relations as they relate to the economic system of production and 
importantly, of reproduction.

Our primary aim is to equip scholars, researchers, policymakers, and 
practitioners with theoretical, practical and methodological tools 
for feminist understandings of the political economy and analysis of 
economic policy. A related aim is to build a critical mass of scholars and 
practitioners versed in the method of  
feminist economics.

IEJ hosted the inaugural FESS in January 2020 in a highly successful 10-
day event held in Johannesburg, that brought together 20 participants 
from academia, civil society and government, with lectures facilitated by 
leading feminist economists and specialists in the field.

2022 Theme: Care and Economic Crises: History, 
Theory and Methodology of Feminist Economics

The theme for the second installation of the FESS derives from a concern 
with the extent and ways in which feminist economics and feminist 
political economy has been able to respond to economic transitions 
over the course of the past four decades of structural adjustment in 
Africa, with some focus on the economic crises precipitated by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Feminist scholars have been attentive to the ways in 
which economic crises have become a technique of global governance, 
showing for instance, how responses to economic crises often suppress 
calls for the overhaul of neoliberal governance and tend to retrench its 
influence in the global political economy, with disastrously gendered 
impacts. Furthermore, feminist economics has long sustained its demand 
for a new development paradigm that is not based on economic 
growth,and whose primary indicator is not the average Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP),which tends to conceal the non-monetary but essential 
activities which take place outside of markets but are essential for the 
economy as a whole.

This question of care and social reproduction has taken on particular 
significance in response to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, prompting 
numerous responses from state and non-state actors,feminist scholars, 
activists, donors, and even corporate entities. While many initiatives 
during this period seem to acknowledge the reproductive crisis that 
accompanies economic crises, feminist economists are just beginning to 
grapple with the nature of these responses – including their political, 
historical and economic implications and antecedents. The forthcoming 

FESS takes a more focused thematic scope – on the relationship between 
the care economy and economic crisis–as a basis for exploring broader 
questions in the history, theory and method of feminist economics.

The history of capitalist development is a gendered history, where 
feminists writing the economy have explored gender and the family 
over the course of primitive accumulation of capital.1 They have also 
shown that what were in the West called “welfare wars” were largely 
wars about / against women: that is, because women comprise the 
overwhelming majority of social-welfare program recipients and 
employees, women and women’s needs would be the principal stakes 
in the battles over social spending likely to dominate national politics.2 
Ongoing debates in South Africa and other African countries regarding 
the expansion and/or implementation of social grants and other relief 
measures to households in distress attest to the gendered nature of 
economies and the propensity for reproductive crisis that is entrenched 
within the capitalist mode of production.

This reproductive crisis which is contained within each cycle of capitalist 
accumulation has in turn to be understood concretely in relation to the 
prevailing social, political and economic conditions. Likewise, what we 
understand under financialised capitalism as a ‘crisis of reproduction’ 
has to be subjected to analyses that situate the problem within the 
trajectories of development/underdevelopment which differ greatly 
between the global north and global south.

1.  E.g. Silvia Federici (2004), Caliban and the Witch: Women, The Body and 
Primitive Accumulation, Brooklyn, New York: Autonomedia

2.  Nancy Fraser (1987),“Women, Welfare and the Politics of Need Interpretation,” 
Hypatia, 2(1):103-121.

Strategic objectives of the FESS
The Summer School project is part of a longer-term process to see the 
inculcation of feminist economics within the teaching of economics, 
research, policy making and public discourse in South Africa, in 
synergy with similar projects across Africa. The School’s five major 
strategic objectives are therefore: educational; policy influence; 
alumni networks of influence; publications and broad outreach; and 
collaborative research.
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For instance, no country of the global south has successfully 
implemented the welfare state model, although early post-
independence developmentalist endeavours in Africa developed models 
of social policy (e.g. Ujamaa in Tanzania) that seemed to respond to 
the question of social reproduction through interventions in food 
production, communal labour, and state subsidies. Other examples may 
be cited across the global south.

Where the state is, or is expected to take a major role in social 
reproduction, a major question which the care economy raises is the 
question of financing. Predominant concerns expressed by economists 
in relation to state financing of a care economy largely point to a 
potential fiscal crisis. But as feminist economists show, “the fiscal crisis 
of the welfare state coincides everywhere with a second long-term, 
structural tendency: the feminization of poverty.”3 Both of these are 
relevant discussions in relation to the neoliberal state, the modes of 
production within it, the gendered labour on which it relies for cheap 
wage labour, and the ever increasing surplus population which still 
need to be reproduced.

The forthcoming FESS shall explore these concerns in detail. Participants 
shall gain a strong understanding of the nature and form that social 
reproduction takes indifferent crisis contexts. They will also be exposed 
to debates regarding: various models of care; historical trajectories of 
welfarist policies and the care economy with specific focus on its nature 
in the global south; the financing of care; empirical illustrations; and 
methodological interventions.

Sub-themes:
• Economic crises in historical context and the question of care

• Theoretical interventions into the debate on care

• Structural approaches to care

• Financing a care economy

• Empirical approaches and critiques

3.  Ibid,103.

PRACTICAL 
INFORMATION
Contact Details

Pamela Choga

Email: pamela.choga@iej.org.za

Contact number: 078 793 2866

Sonia Phalatse

Email: sonia.phalatse@iej.org.za

Contact number: 078 203 6898

Location and Accommodation of Summer School

Venue: Riverstone Lodge, Corner R114 & N14 Offramp, Muldersdrift,  
Krugersdorp, 1747

Entrance: via R114, Driefontein road

Access: Any vehicle or pedestrian can access Riverstone Lodge by 
stating purpose of visit at the boom gate (i.e. attending the Institute 
for Economic Justice’s Feminist Economics Summer School). You will be 
directed to the Reception, where you will check in. 

About Muldersdrift
Muldersdrift, is located in the Gauteng Province of South Africa, about 
27km north-west of the CBD of Johannesburg, between Johannesburg 
and the Magaliesberg mountain range. The area falls under the West 
Rand District Municipality, and is part of Mogale City.
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SPEAKER BIOS

Crystal Simeoni
Crystal Simeoni is a PanAfrican feminist activist 
working on macro-level economic issues. She 
currently serves as the Director of Nawi - Afrifem 
Macroeconomics Collective (The Nawi Collective). 
In her role as director, Crystal curates the work of 
the collective towards contributing to building a 
feminist community in Africa of individuals and 
organisations working on influencing, analysing, 
deconstructing and reconstructing macroeconomic 
policies and narratives. The collective also works on 
reimagining alternatives through an intersectional 
PanAfrican feminist lens. Before this she was 
head of Advocacy at FEMNET, with a focus on 
Economic Justice, and prior to that the Tax and the 
International Financial Architecture Policy Lead 
at TJN-A. She is currently an Atlantic Fellow for 
Social and Economic Equity at the London School 
of Economics.

Fatimah Kelleher
Fatimah Kelleher is a pan-African feminist engaged 
in activism, advocacy, research, programming, and 
advice across economic rights and justice, and also 
in education, and health. She is an Associate of the 
Nawi Afrifem Macroeconomics Collective. She has 
delivered alongside varied stakeholders for over 
twenty years, including women’s groups, wider 
civil society, NGOs, UN bodies, national/subnational 
government bodies, and bilateral organisations. A 
dual national Nigerian, she works and publishes at 
the international level but focusing on Africa, with 
additional expertise working in South Asia and the 
Caribbean. A published author of several books, 

technical studies, and articles, her work has been 
published by UNESCO, the Commonwealth, and 
Feminist Africa, and her writing can be found in the 
Guardian, openDemocracy, and African Arguments. 
She also writes and commentates on African 
diaspora political, economic, and literary issues, and 
is a creative writer and scribbler of verse.

Jayati Ghosh
Jayati Ghosh taught economics at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi for nearly 35 years, 
and since January 2021 she is a Professor of 
Economics at the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst, USA. She has authored and/or edited 20 
books and more than 200 scholarly articles. Recent 
books include The making of a catastrophe: 
Covid-19 and the Indian economy (Aleph Books 
forthcoming in 2022); When governments fail: 
Covid-19 and the economy, (Tulika Books and 
Columbia University Press 2021 (co-edited)). Jayati 
has advised governments in India and other 
countries and was the Executive Secretary of 
International Development Economics Associates 
(www.networkideas.org), an international 
network of heterodox development economists, 
from 2002 to 2021. Jayati is member of several 
international boards and commissions, including 
the UN High Level Advisory Board on Economic 
and Social Affairs and the Commission on Global 
Economic Transformation of INET. In 2021 she was 
appointed to the WHO Council on the Economics 
of Health for All, chaired by Mariana Mazzucato. 
In March 2022, she was appointed to the UN 
Secretary General’s High Level Advisory Board on 
Effective Multilateralism, mandated to provide a 
vision for international cooperation to deal with 
current and future challenges. She also writes 
regularly for popular media like newspapers, 
journals and blogs.
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Lebohang Pheko
Lebohang Pheko is a senior research fellow and 
political economist at Trade Collective. She has 
over 25 years experience in cross sector leadership 
as an international social and feminist movement 
mobiliser, a public and economic policy adviser to 
formations like the African Union, UNECA , the 
EU and the SADC. She is as an activist scholar, and 
a founding fellow of the Thabo Mbeki School 
of African Leadership where she developed and 
taught the Afrikan Feminist and Gender course. 
She is also a member of the Lancet Commission on 
Reparations and part of the WellBeing Economics 
Alliance. Lebohang has taught at several universities 
and organisations including UNISA, Harvard and 
MIT. She has spent the past two years extensively 
theorising and contributing to new thinking on 
feminist approaches to economics, economic 
recovery, redefining work [including paid and 
unpaid reproductive work] in the context of 
Covid. She is also interested in Afrikan feminist 
histories and herstories especially in the context 
of masculinised liberation narratives. She has 
studied law, public policy, theology, sociology and is 
concluding a PhD in political economics. Lebohang 
has lived, traveled and worked in 42 countries.

Lyn Ossome
Lyn Ossome is an educator and senior researcher 
with specializations in the fields of feminist political 
economy and feminist political theory, and research 
interests in gendered labour, land and agrarian 
studies, the modern state, African politics, and 
the political economy of gendered violence. She 
is Associate Professor of Political Studies at Wits 
University. She was a Senior Research Specialist at 
IEJ, and previously taught at Makerere University. 
She is the author of Gender, Ethnicity and Violence 
in Kenya’s Transitions to Democracy: States of 
Violence (2018) and co-editor of the volume Labour 

Questions in the Global South (2021). She has held 
visiting and teaching positions at the National Chiao 
Tung University in Taiwan and Yale University. She 
is an editorial board member of Agrarian South: 
Journal of Political Economy, co-editor of the 
Journal of Contemporary African Studies, advisory 
board member of SIHA Network and Feminist 
Africa, and serves on several boards including the 
International Association for Feminist Economics 
(IAFFE), and the Council for the Development of 
Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA).

Nancy Kachingwe
Nancy Kachingwe works part time as a freelance 
Gender and Public Policy Advisor and part time 
Coordinator of South Feminist Futures. She has 
worked in international and regional development 
NGO sector on a range of development policy 
issues including trade and globalisation, regional 
integration, land and agrarian reform, women’s 
rights and empowerment—with particular focus on 
influencing policy and strengthening civil society 
and movement building using a South feminist 
political economy lens. Twitter: @1africa1love

Sonia Phalatse
Sonia Phalatse is a Researcher at the IEJ. She holds 
a undergraduate degree in Economics and Finance 
from the University of Cape Town and a Master’s 
degree in Economics from Wits University. Sonia 
has previously worked for CIVICUS and the World 
Bank in her capacity as an economic consultant. 
Her current research focus is on the role of the 
developmental state and state-owned enterprises in 
South Africa, with a particular focus on Eskom. Her 
other research areas include feminist economics and 
private financing for development objectives. She is 
an activist and fierce feminist!
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Sirisha Naidu
Sirisha Naidu is Associate Professor of Economics and 
affiliate faculty in the Department of Race, Ethnicity 
and Gender Studies at the University of Missouri 
Kansas-City (UMKC), USA. Her research focuses on 
feminist political economy analyses of agrarian 
change and ecological shifts, the interweaving of 
production and reproduction in the economies of 
the global South, and informal and precarious work 
in the global economy. She is committed to making 
economics and political economy analyses accessible 
to a larger audience through workshops, popular 
press and media.

PARTICIPANT BIOS
Aminah Sebuliba

Aminah is a Ugandan national from Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape. She 
graduated with a PhD in Economics from Nelson Mandela University. 
Aminah is passionate about collaborative research, macroeconomics, 
public economics and economic growth and development especially 
related to issues about Local Economic Development (LED) plans.

Andiswa Kona

Andiswa is a Masters GES 4.0 scholar at the University of Johannesburg 
in the Centre for Social Development in Africa in partnership with the 
Department of Development Studies. She has previously worked at 
Computer Aid International South Africa and at the Centre of Education 
Rights and Transformation (CERT) at the University of Johannesburg as a 
Research Assistant. She was part of a research team that conducted research 
on Public Transport and Technological Revolutions in South Africa. Andiswa 
currently holds a BA Honours in Social Policy, and is currently working 
on completing her MPhil Social Policy and Development qualification. 
Andiswa is passionate about social research, the fourth industrial 
revolution, transformation, social impact, women’s development, and 
African Feminism(s). She also hopes to be part of Global South research that 
helps in changing the lives of people within communities. Andiswa is also 
passionate about entrepreneurship and hopes to grow in knowledge and 
experience that will help create social impact within society.

Ashina Mtsumi

Ashina is a feminist human rights lawyer and an Advocate of the High 
Court of Kenya. She holds a Bachelor of Laws (Hons) Degree from the 
University of Nairobi, and a Post-Graduate Diploma in Laws from the 
Kenya School of Law. She is currently completing an LLM in Human 
Rights and Democratisation in Africa at the Centre for Human Rights, 
University of Pretoria. Ashina has been working in the human rights 
sector for over six years and has focused on structural reflections on 
how to organise public service systems essential for the enjoyment of 
human rights such as education, healthcare and sanitation, particularly 
economic and social rights. Ashina has interest in economic systems and 
human rights. She is passionate about social justice.
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Cheryl-Lyn Selman

Cheryl-Lyn is a Researcher and Special Projects Lead at the IEJ. She 
previously worked in the Consumer Goods, and Hospitality industries, 
in SMME development and for Wits University. She holds a Bachelor of 
Commerce in Politics, Philosophy and Economics, Honours in Applied 
Development Economics, and is completing a Masters in Applied 
Development Economics at Wits University. Her current research focus 
is on industrial policy, localisation of medical manufacturing in Africa, 
and new economic futures. She cofounded Rethinking Economics for 
Africa at Wits and has interests in macroeconomic policy research, 
feminist economics and governance, and is passionate about new 
economic possibilities.

Christine Ndau

Christine is a Development Practitioner with a first Degree in 
Development studies, and is currently pursuing a Masters Degree in Public 
Policy and Administration. Christine has over 10 years experience working 
in the Non-governmental Organization (NGO) space, where she has been 
involved with projects with pillars in the areas of Research and Policy 
Analysis, Policy Engagement and Advocacy, Development Cooperation 
and Human Rights, and Social and Economic Justice. She is currently a 
Programme Officer with Diakonia’s Africa Economic Justice Programme. 
Her interests are in engaging with projects and organisations that are 
keen in addressing poverty, positively affecting policy, promoting social 
and economic change, and improving people’s livelihoods.

Dumiso Gatsha

Dumiso is the Founder of Success Capital Organisation; a queer, youth, 
feminist-led, managed, and serving grassroots organisation working 
on strengthening and safeguarding youth agency and autonomy in 
human rights, challenging power, privilege and patriarchy through 
participatory research, peer-to-peer knowledge sharing and advocacy. 
They hold two Masters degrees, are a Chartered Global Management 
Accountant and a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Management 
Accountants. They are also the Vice Chair of Gender DynamiX, 
and a standing international member representative of Amnesty 
International. Dumiso is proudly Pan African and an unequivocally non-
binary queer feminist working on eliminating the barriers between 
grassroots experiences and global policymaking.

Elisha Mavodyo

Elisha is a Lecturer in Economics at the University of Zimbabwe and is also 
a volunteer research associate at Great Zimbabwe University. Elisha holds 
a PhD in Economics, a Master’s in Business Administration, an Honours 
in Commerce Economics and an education degree. Previously, Elisha was 
a lecturer at the University of Zululand. His interest in interdisciplinary 
research has led him to authoring five journal articles that are currently 
under review for publication with high impact journals.

Gnoudentiho Silue

Gnoudentiho is a lecturer in economics at University Jean Lorougnon 
Guédé (Daloa, Côte d’Ivoire). She holds a Ph.D. in economic policies and 
modeling. She has an interest in women’s empowerment, as well as all 
research topics related to women’s representation in the economy. She 
is passionate about gender analysis and works to break down prejudices 
and change mindsets and beliefs about women’s place in productive 
activity. She is, therefore, an enthusiastic advocate and collaborates with 
several organisations for the promotion of women’s rights and gender.

Grace Namugambe

Grace is currently working with SEATINI Uganda as a Programme Officer 
under the Financing for Development/Tax Justice Programme. She is a 
Certified International Tax Advisor (CITA) and fellow with the Global 
Academy of Financial Management. She holds an Honours Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Economics from Makerere University and a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Taxation from the East African School of Taxation. She 
has authored and contributed to the development of a number of 
tax information materials providing a link between tax and other 
development aspects such as extractives, gender, and youth. She has 
also worked closely with policy makers at national level to ensure pro-
development outcomes in various tax and tax related policy processes. 
Grace is a passionate tax policy analyst and an activist for tax justice.

Jessica Mandanda

Jessica is a Gender and Communications specialist with over 4 years of 
experience in development communications, movement building, and 
advocacy. She is a published writer with a passion for feminist activism, 
economic justice, and championing sexual and reproductive health and 
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rights, and has published works with OSISA, Akina Mama Wa Afrika, 
African Women’s Development Fund, and Raising Our Voices.

Her portfolio includes managing and directing digital media engagement, 
knowledge generation and content creation for regional platforms such 
as the Regional SADC Summit Dialogue on Making the SADC Agenda 
work for Women, organized under the Feminist Macroeconomics Alliance 
Malawi; the first ever Intergenerational Dialogue on Generation Equality 
and Women’s Leadership, as well as being the commissioning editor, and 
leading the design, layout and editing for The Response Newsletter Special 
editions on Economic Justice published in February and March 2022.

Juhi Kasan

Juhi is currently pursuing her Masters in Industrial Sociology at the 
University of Cape Town. She completed her Bachelor of Arts majoring 
in Sociology and International Relations at Wits University. She is 
passionate about making visible the indispensable work of social 
reproduction and is an avid cook and baker. She believes that, in many 
ways, food and politics merge.

Lebogang Pheto

Lebogang holds a Master of Commerce in Economics from the North-
West University. Both her BHons in Economics and MCom in Economics 
research projects were premised on the Feminist Economics school of 
thought. Pheto is currently an intern at the Trade and Industrial Policy 
Strategies (TIPS), NPC. She believes that gender is an important aspect 
of social, economic, and political life, and she advocates for a gendered 
outlook to be integrated into all developmental matters. She aspires to 
embark on a career path that sets her along the lines of policy.

Londiwe Mntambo

Londiwe is a strategist at ILIWA Consultancy, a social justice and 
sustainable development consultancy. She is an African feminist thinker 
who specialises in feminist theory, African girlhood and womanhood. 
Londiwe holds a Master’s Degree from the Department of Political and 
International Studies at Rhodes University. Her thesis seeks to expand 
understandings of the ways in which girlhood and womanhood are 
experienced in post-apartheid South Africa. Furthermore, she works as a 
Programme Manager at the Rivonia Circle, focusing on democracy, civic 
engagement, and youth participation. Londiwe is also a former member 

of the Commonwealth Youth Forum (CYF) Taskforce, tasked with ensuring 
that the CYF will form part of the discussion and international policy 
making at the next Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting.

Malobi Elueme

Malobi is an economics researcher and consultant. Her research focuses 
on post-crisis investment patterns and informal economies. She is a 
member of Rethinking Economics which is an international organisation 
of economists working to challenge mainstream economics education 
and ensure a curriculum that is decolonised, diverse and pluralist in 
nature. Her work challenges economic ideas that promote profit and 
utility maximisation as the sole drivers for growth. She has interest in the 
intersections of economic development and economic empowerment 
of minority groups and she believes that increased financial support 
for female-led enterprises plays a key role in sustainable economic 
development in Africa.

Michelle Groenewald

Michelle is currently a lecturer at the North West University, Vanderbijlpark 
campus. She holds an MSc in Political Economy of Development from the 
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) at the University of London, 
and an MCom in Economics from the North West University. She was also 
the recipient of the Chevening Scholarship. She is a contributor for a book 
published by Manchester University Press titled: Reclaiming Economics for 
Future Generations. The book discusses the importance of diversifying, 
decolonising and democratizing economics. She is passionate about 
political economy, curriculum reform of economics education and feminist, 
decolonial and ecological economics.

Nicole Maloba

Nicole is a Lawyer and Policy Researcher. She is currently the Africa 
Advocacy Advisor at Christian Aid and formerly led the programmatic 
and advocacy work on economic justice at FEMNET. She is passionate 
about gender justice and has been advocating for economic and 
governance structures that are responsive to the rights and needs of 
women and girls. When she’s not advocating for gender justice, Nicole 
enjoys live music and discovering Africa’s hidden gems. Nicole seeks to 
develop innovative and comprehensive global solutions to sustainable 
women’s rights development.



22 23

Nosibabalwe Socikwa

Nosibabalwe is a UCT Ph.D Candidate in Industrial Sociology. She has 
a Masters in Labour and Economic Sociology from Wits University, an 
Bachelor of Laws (LLB) from UNISA, a BHons in Sociology, and a Social 
Sciences degree both from UJ. Throughout her career, Nosibabalwe 
has developed skills in legal, conceptual, qualitative and quantitative 
research, in project management and coordination, grant-making, and 
capacity building. Thus far, she has worked with several organisations 
promoting and advancing human rights and social justice in South Africa 
and the broader world.

Ntombithulile Matyeba

Ntombithulile is currently pursuing a Masters in Economics by research. 
She completed a Bachelor of Commerce in Economics and an Honours 
of Financial Markets in Economics. She has worked for the University of 
Fort Hare as a Research Assistant where she was mentoring students on 
how to do data collection on the field and had to ensure they followed 
the University policy. She is passionate about market research.

Pato Kelesitse

Pato is an advocate for climate justice, with a gendered lens, as a key 
pillar of development. Pato is the founder of Sustain267 and the host 
of the Sustain267 Podcast. She is an Administrator at South African 
Climate Action Network. Previously, she served as the Coordinator 
of Resilient 40. She holds a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Accounting 
and Finance and is pursuing a Masters of Arts in Development Studies 
at the University of Botswana. Pato is the incoming-curator of the 
Global Shaper’s Community- Gaborone Hub, a World Economic Forum 
youth initiative.

Rumbidzai Chitaukire

Rumbidzai is a lecturer in the department of History Heritage and 
Knowledge Systems at the University of Zimbabwe. She is currently 
working on her PhD. She holds a Masters degree in Economic History 
from the University of Zimbabwe. Her interests include gender and 
women among others. She teaches Introduction to Gender, Gender and 
the Labour Market and Advanced Seminar Series in Gender.

Ruth Castel-Branco

Ruth Castel-Branco is a Senior Researcher/Research Manager at the 
Southern Centre for Inequality Studies at Wits University. Previously, 
she worked on social policy at the International Labour Organisation 
in Mozambique; and as a labour organiser for Jobs with Justice in the 
United States. Ruth has a PhD in Sociology from the University of the 
Witwatersrand, a MA in Development Studies from the University of 
KwaZulu Natal and a BA in Geography and African Studies from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. Her research interests include the 
changing nature of work and agrarian transformation, the redistributive 
role of the state and social protection, and (informal) worker organising.

Safia Khan

Safia is a lecturer and doctoral candidate at the University of Cape Town. 
She has two Masters degrees in Economics (University of Cape Town), 
and Econometrics and Mathematical Economics (Tilburg University, 
Netherlands). In addition to her formal education she has multiple years 
of work experience in applied economics and teaching at the university 
level. Over the last three years she has taught both undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses, of a quantitative and theoretical nature. Safia’s 
field of interest is in development and feminist economics, gender 
equality in economics, inequality, policies for inequality alleviation 
including wealth redistribution, and the labour market. Safia is also a 
queer radical intersectional feminist and a published poet.

Sandra Kidwingira

Sandra is the Africa Economic Justice Programme Manager at 
Diakonia. Her work primarily entails supporting regional civil society 
organisations to push for progressive regional frameworks that 
promote domestic resource mobilisation, prudent debt management, 
fair investment and trade regimes and economic empowerment of 
women. Over the past 15 years, she has worked with global and 
regional non-governmental organisations, initially focusing on 
peacebuilding then tax justice and economic justice in Africa. She was 
instrumental in setting up the Tax Justice Network Africa secretariat in 
2009. Sandra holds a Masters degree in International Relations and a 
Bachelors degree in Political Science and International Relations. She 
has interest in the political economy and is passionate about peace and 
development on the African continent.



24 25

Tlangelani Ngwenya

Tlangelani is an Economic Researcher. She holds a Masters degree in 
International Economics from the University of Paris Est Creteil.  She 
has a keen interest in policy research and wants to hone a feminist lens 
in tackling economic justice. She previously held a role as a policy and 
political economy analyst at Intellidex, and is currently completing a 
research project on economic justice activism and the economic status of 
women in 6 African countries. She is passionate about making feminist 
economic research a central part of policymaking decisions.

ANNEXURE - 
COVID-19 SAFETY 
PROTOCOL
In preparation for the Feminist Economics Summer 
School in May, IEJ has developed Covid guidelines 
to enhance the safety of all participants.

The Omicron variant resulted in a surge of new Covid cases across 
the world with a level of transmission rates not experienced before. 
While infections have since decreased and South Africa has officially 
moved out of the National State of Disaster, shifting the emphasis 
to individual responsibility, the IEJ will continue to uphold collective 
responsibility by supporting our community to act in ways that might 
reduce transmission, serious illness, and unnecessary loss of life, 
especially to those who have underlying health conditions or care for 
others susceptible to Covid-19. Therefore, as a community, regardless 
of government or institution guidelines, we are committing to a 
collective care approach, with a focus on solidarity and demonstrated 
care for others.

Therefore, the following protocols will apply to our in-person events:

Pre-event protocols

All attendees must:

• Provide a negative Covid-19 PCR test taken at least 72 hours before 
departure.

• Agree that they will not attend the Summer School if they have 
tested positive for Covid-19 or experienced symptoms 10 days prior 
to the event.

• Comply with all travel to South Africa Covid-19 rules (including 
provision of a vaccination certificate on arrival at the airport or pre-
departure PCR testing requirements).
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Flights, transportation and insurance:

• All flights will be arranged for participants, and we ask that airline 
and airport rules and regulations are complied with. Ground 
transportation to the venue will be arranged by IEJ – please ensure 
that you wear a face mask (3 ply mask preferred).

• Travel insurance will be arranged for participants unless you have your 
own.

During event protocols:

• We will work with our accommodation partners to ensure that best 
practice in cleaning and ventilation procedures are utilised in the 
venue.

• Masks must be worn in indoor common spaces.

• Guests must sign a Covid-19 screening register daily and provide their 
temperature.

• A Covid care pack will be provided on arrival. This will include 3 ply 
disposable masks (or equivalent) and hand sanitiser.

• A point-person will be available and on call throughout the event to 
manage any Covid-related queries and to help with any medical issues 
or emergencies.

NOTES:
1. If you do not provide a negative PCR test for whatever reason, it is 

IEJ’s expectation that you will not attend the in-person event.

2. Reimbursements will be made for any required PCR tests.

3. In the event of a serious developments and changes to the National 
Government Covid-19 regulations, IEJ may be required to cancel or 
reschedule the event, or host it virtually, in the interests of safety.

4. Care and consideration will be given to each individual’s specific 
circumstances in an equitable and safe way.

5. If you have any questions or concerns about these guidelines, please 
contact Pamela Choga at pamela.choga@iej.org.za
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