
THE YEAR IN 
REVIEW 2021
The IEJ has had another jam-packed year, 
working with partners across the country and 
continent to secure just economies. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS: COVID-19
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2021

• Published policy briefs on a COVID-19 third wave 
relief package and the differentiated impact of the 
pandemic and the vulnerabilities it has exacerbated 
for workers, businesses, women, and children.

• Wrote an op-ed on economic vulnerabilities and policy 
priorities in South Africa’s COVID-19 third wave, as 
well as an op-ed on a proposed COVID-19 third wave 
relief package.

• Updated our scorecard tracking government’s 
implementation of the R500 billion rescue package.

• Contributed to the “Spotlight on Sustainable 
Development” report.

• Participated in a youth panel discussion on the 

Presidential Employment Stimulus Programme and 
solutions to youth unemployment.

• Supported Labour with research on the sector-specific 
industrial masterplans, including in agriculture 
and agro-processing; cannabis; ocean economies; 
renewable energy; and tourism. 

• Published a short brief on the economic relief 
measures needed for the fourth wave.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2022

• Continuing with advocacy on relief measures needed 
to support the vulnerable, workers, and businesses.

• Taking forward our work on the localisation of 
medical manufacturing in Africa. 

THE TEAM
• We have grown to a team of 14 staff members and welcomed new board members.  

https://www.iej.org.za/economic-relief-in-the-face-of-the-third-wave/
https://www.iej.org.za/vulnerabilities-and-policy-priorities-for-south-africas-covid-19-third-wave/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-07-01-no-recovery-without-rescue-relief-measures-in-south-africa-need-to-move-at-the-scale-and-pace-of-the-pandemic-part-one/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-07-15-short-term-r70bn-emergency-relief-package-to-cushion-effects-of-covid-19-and-the-socioeconomic-crisis-part-two/
https://www.iej.org.za/no-recovery-without-rescue-covid-19-scorecard-update/
https://www.iej.org.za/spotlight-on-sustainable-development-2021-demanding-justice-beyond-rhetoric/
https://spii.org.za/the-dailyvox-youth-unemployment-in-south-africa/
https://www.iej.org.za/our-team/


CLIMATE, ENERGY AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2021

JUST ENERGY TRANSITIONS
• Supporting labour participation in the South 

African Renewable Energy Masterplan to advance 
employment creation, decent work, and skills 
development. To date including consultative 
workshops, a Policy Brief and accompanying op-ed, 
and public facing advocacy.

• Presentations on renewable energy, localisation and 
a just energy transition given to National Union of 
Mineworkers (NUM) shop stewards.

• A webinar on the impact of electricity tariff reforms 
on affordability and the energy transition.

JUST TRANSITIONS
• Drafted a Just Transitions Blueprint for Workers for 

the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) 
proposing just transition pathways in agriculture, 
energy, and transport.

• Presented a conference paper at the TIPS Forum.

• Presented on two webinars – World Bank fossil fuel 
finance in the context of COVID-19 recovery, CCAP and 
COP26 and Ending World Bank Investment in Fossil Fuels.

• In partnership with WWF-South Africa and South 
African Climate Action Network, IEJ co-launched the 
Climate Accountability to Action Project (CAAP) where 
the IEJ’s role focuses on gender and climate change. 
CAAP is co-funded by the European Union.

• CAAP hosted a webinar with two of the lead authors 
of the WG1 Sixth Assessment Report published by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
FINANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT 
AND JUST TRANSITIONS
• Published a Working Paper and Policy Brief on the role 

of private finance in infrastructure development.

• Wrote an op-ed on Climate Finance and the National 
Treasury’s sustainable finance report.

• Developed a Climate Justice Macroeconomic 
Framework Working Paper.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2022

• Releasing of the IEJ Just Transition Framework 
Document and further advocacy.

• Publishing a series of policy briefs on climate finance, 
and just transitions in agriculture, water, and 
transport.

• Preparing a briefing for the Presidential Climate 
Commission Essay on Climate Resilience.

• Continuing with advocacy and supporting labour 
participation in the renewable energy Masterplan.

• Developing case studies on decent work and 
sustainable livelihoods in coal-energy and renewables 
value chains.

FEMINIST ECONOMICS
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2021

• Published the Feminist Proposals on Macroeconomic 
Policies needed for a COVID-19 Economic Recovery 
Policy Brief in partnership with the Nawi Collective 
and the Gender and Development Network.

• Project partner on research into the nature of 
precarious work in Africa. Internal workshops were held 
over the course of the year.

• Wrote a case study  on social protection through a 
feminist economics lens as a part of the DAWN Policy 
Transformations Project.

• Began to develop an Intersectional Budget Assessment 
and Analysis (IBAA) tool.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2022

• The second Feminist Economics Summer School will 
be held in 2022 under the theme Care and Economic 
Crisis: History, Theory, and Methodology in Feminist 
Economics.

• A feminist economics blog will be launched to 
feature insights on feminist economics practice and 
teaching.

• New research projects are kicking off, including on 
care economies and women’s place in the South 
African labour market post-COVID-19. 

• Pilot and publish our IBAA tool.

https://www.iej.org.za/sarem-challenging-privatisation-centring-public-ownership-and-decent-work/
https://www.iej.org.za/sarem-challenging-privatisation-centring-public-ownership-and-decent-work/
https://www.iej.org.za/sarem-challenging-privatisation-centring-public-ownership-and-decent-work/
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2021-10-18-brian-kamanzi-careful-planning-needed-to-ensure-workers-benefit-from-transition-to-green-energy/
https://omny.fm/shows/power-business/the-south-african-renewable-energy-masterplan
https://fb.watch/9NLvtwaHo6/
https://www.iej.org.za/lessons-learnt-covid-19-and-the-climate-crisis-in-south-africa/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/events/2021/10/08/civil-society-policy-forum#4
https://www.worldbank.org/en/events/2021/10/08/civil-society-policy-forum#4
https://www.worldbank.org/en/events/2021/10/08/civil-society-policy-forum#4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55I1DVWJZfQ
https://www.wwf.org.za/our_work/initiatives/climate_ambition_to_accountability_project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sP3CRrkRPK8
https://www.iej.org.za/the-role-of-private-finance-in-infrastructure-development-in-south-africa-a-critical-assessment/
https://www.iej.org.za/private-sector-finance-for-infrastructure-development-in-south-africa/
https://www.newframe.com/charting-a-just-financial-path-to-climate-justice/
https://www.iej.org.za/feminist-proposals-on-macroeconomic-policies-needed-for-a-covid-19-economic-recovery/


MACROECONOMIC POLICY
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2021

BUDGET POLICY
• Released a Budget 2021 analysis and statement.

• Made a pre-budget submission to National Treasury on 
the Medium Term Budget Policy Statement (MTBPS) 
and a subsequent op-ed.

• Participated in the Budget Justice Coalition (BJC), 
making submissions on the 2021 Budget, MTBPS and 
July unrest.

• Began to develop an Intersectional Budget Assessment 
and Analysis (IBAA) tool.

• Multiple media appearances on these issues (for 
example, on the National Budget, the MTBPS and tax).

• Co-organised and participated in the BJC’s first MTBPS 
public analysis.

• Completed our paper on Understanding the role 
of civil society research in influencing government 
Policies towards fair tax systems in Africa with Tax 
Justice Network Africa. 

TOPICS IN NEW 
MACROECONOMIC THINKING
• Hosted a macroeconomics forum with distinguished 

academics and researchers critically engaging South 
Africa’s debt.

• Published the Feminist Proposals on Macroeconomic 
Policies needed for a COVID-19 Economic Recovery 
Policy Brief in partnership with the Nawi Collective 
and the Gender and Development Network

• Developed a Climate Justice Macroeconomic 
Framework Working Paper.

• Published an ILO background paper titled Towards a 
transformative macroeconomic policy framework for 
employment generation in Africa.

• Presented at AU and SADC dialogues on pro-
employment macroeconomic policies.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2022

• The IEJ will continue its advocacy on anti-austerity and 
tax policy reform in 2022, beginning with the 2022 
National Budget.

• Publishing a Policy Brief critically engaging on South 
Africa’s debt.

• With partners, IEJ launches a new project Towards a 
Global Finance System that Advances a Rights-Based 
Recovery. 

• Host workshops as a part of our macroeconomic forum 
which began in 2019. 

NEW ECONOMIC FUTURES
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2021

ECONOMICS AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS
• Published factsheets in the COVID-19 Economics and 

Human Rights series on public debt and social protection.

• Published a Report on building the field of Economics 
and Human Rights.

• Made a submission to the United Nations Committee 
on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights in line with its 
follow-up procedure to its evaluation of South Africa’s 
fulfilment of its rights obligations, together with an 
associated co-written op-ed.

RETHINKING ECONOMICS
• Hosted the second online Rethinking Economics for 

Africa (REFA) Festival.

• Participated in international Rethinking Economics 
projects.

• Prepared an Economic Literacy booklet for our 
Economics for Activists crash course.

• Support student REFA chapters in organising debates, 
workshops, and discussion groups.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2022

ECONOMICS AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS
• Releasing our Economics and Human Rights podcast 

series.

• Working with partners to expand this field-building 
work.

RETHINKING ECONOMICS
• A return to an in-person REFA Festival in September 

2022.

• Introducing Action Circles, open to non-students, that 
focus on specific campaigns.

• Expanding Economic Literacy Workshops for activists, 
trade unions, and civil society.

https://www.iej.org.za/the-budget-2021-slashing-public-expenditure-places-the-economy-at-risk/
https://www.iej.org.za/pre-budget-submission-mtbps-2021/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/sunday-times-daily/opinion-and-analysis/2021-11-14-without-a-vision-sa-perishes-how-godongwana-got-it-all-wrong/
https://www.iej.org.za/submission-by-the-budget-justice-coalition-to-the-select-and-standing-committees-on-finance-budget-2021/
https://www.iej.org.za/media-statement-budget-justice-coalition-statement-on-the-unrest-in-south-africa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZdB4SRHskE
https://omny.fm/shows/early-breakfast-talk/mtbps-2021-the-institute-for-economic-justice-fear
https://www.enca.com/shows/judge-yourself-dennis-davis-18-may-2021-0
https://fb.watch/9NM8oZ07pF/
https://www.iej.org.za/blogs/macroeconomics-forum-critically-engaging-south-africas-debt/
https://www.iej.org.za/feminist-proposals-on-macroeconomic-policies-needed-for-a-covid-19-economic-recovery/
https://www.ilo.org/africa/information-resources/publications/WCMS_830222/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.iej.org.za/the-impact-of-public-debt-on-human-rights-during-covid-19/
https://www.iej.org.za/social-protection-during-covid-19/
https://www.iej.org.za/building-a-field-of-economics-and-human-rights-lessons-from-south-africa/
https://www.iej.org.za/follow-up-submission-to-the-the-united-nations-committee-on-social-economic-and-cultural-rights/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-10-14-un-shines-spotlight-on-south-africas-lack-of-progress-on-socioeconomic-and-cultural-issues/
https://sites.google.com/iej.org.za/refafestival2021/session-recordings?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/iej.org.za/refafestival2021/session-recordings?authuser=0


SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
WORKERS’ RIGHTS: UNIVERSAL 
BASIC INCOME GUARANTEE

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2021

RESEARCH AND 
POLICY ADVOCACY
• Published three Policy Briefs on Introducing a 

Universal Basic Income Guarantee (UBIG) for South 
Africa, Financing Options for a Universal Basic Income 
Guarantee in South Africa, and Designing a basic 
income guarantee: Targeting, universality and other 
considerations.

• Hosted numerous webinars on implementing, 
financing, and designing a UBIG.

• Commissioned work by DNA Economics on UBIG 
financing options. 

• Co-hosted a HSRC-IEJ four-part webinar series 
#BigQuestionsForUBIG, in collaboration with 
PayTheGrants and with the support of the Department 
of Social Development, dealing with financing, design, 
impact, and navigating towards a UBIG.

• Ran a three-part UBIG workshop series for trade 
unions on the finance, design, and impact of a UBIG, 
particularly in relation to the context faced by the 
working-class. 

• Engagement with the DSD Expert Panel on their draft 
report on Basic Income Support

• Engagement with relevant government departments, 
including DSD on policy proposals around basic income 
for adults.

CAMPAIGNS AND 
PARTNERSHIPS
• Work together with civil society and trade union allies 

to extend social security support and work towards a 
UBIG.

• Campaigning – to a significant degree, successfully 
– for the improvement and extension of the 
COVID-19 Social Relief of Distress (SRD) grant and the 

Caregivers Allowance, including through a Fact Sheet 
drafted by IEJ, press conferences, and advocacy, in 
partnership with #PayTheGrants campaign, Black Sash 
and other allies. 

• Campaign against the replacement of the COVID-19 
Grant with a Family Grant with civil society allies.

• Made input into the ANC Social Economic 
Transformation Committee considering options for 
introduction of a UBIG, as well as the Social Justice 
Summit, UBIG Researchers Forum, and NEDLAC 
Organised Labour Conference.

• Convened two Researchers Forums bringing together 
independent researchers and those giving technical 
support to the government on a UBIG together with 
Saldru at UCT.

• Made dozens of media appearances.

• Secured a meeting with the President, together 
with our civil society allies, to discuss extension 
and improvement of the Covid Grant in 2022; and 
pathways to a UBIG. The meeting is now scheduled for 
January 2022.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2022  

• Producing  research on the impact of a UBIG and its 
economic impacts.

• Drafting a factsheet on the debate around jobs vs 
grants.

• Intensifying pressure for the extension and 
improvement of the COVID-19 SRD Grant.

• Ongoing engagement with policy makers, and 
convening of a high level policy forum.

• Elaborating policy proposals on potential pathways to 
a UBIG.

• Campaign advocacy, coalition building, creation of 
educational material, and media work.

• Co-convening of a public conference or symposium on 
the UBIG.

IN THE MEDIA
The team has been highly involved in the media, 
contributing to important discussions via media 
interviews and op-eds. In 2021:

• IEJ social media platforms have over 4 000 followers.

• The team published 13 op-eds and IEJ’s work has been 
featured in at least 8 news articles.

• The team did 13 radio and 27 TV interviews.

• Notable engagements include:

• Participating in the conversation on the UBIG.

• Unpacking the R500 billion stimulus package.

• Just transition and renewable energy.

• The unpaid work women do behind the scenes and 
how power relations need to shift.

https://www.iej.org.za/introducing-a-universal-basic-income-guarantee-for-south-africa/
https://www.iej.org.za/introducing-a-universal-basic-income-guarantee-for-south-africa/
https://www.iej.org.za/introducing-a-universal-basic-income-guarantee-for-south-africa/
https://www.iej.org.za/financing-options-for-a-universal-basic-income-guarantee-in-south-africa/
https://www.iej.org.za/financing-options-for-a-universal-basic-income-guarantee-in-south-africa/
https://www.iej.org.za/designing-a-basic-income-guarantee-targeting-universality-and-other-considerations/
https://www.iej.org.za/designing-a-basic-income-guarantee-targeting-universality-and-other-considerations/
https://www.iej.org.za/designing-a-basic-income-guarantee-targeting-universality-and-other-considerations/
https://www.iej.org.za/designing-a-basic-income-guarantee-targeting-universality-and-other-considerations/
https://www.iej.org.za/events/introducing-a-universal-basic-income-guarantee-in-south-africa-towards-income-security-for-all/
https://fb.watch/9wyKq8XZTz/
https://www.iej.org.za/universal-basic-income-guarantee-financing-options-analysis/
https://fb.watch/9NMLYxlHMw/
https://fb.watch/9NMR6tNH9E/
https://fb.watch/9NMT2QXwx1/
https://fb.watch/9NMUF9kbks/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vVm0SPdSWtRzbdzB1MuCqhB-V5CSKLRS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J0_HpgobVH9qr-lkLmAW6y9TAI24OLOJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u67h8PpYmy80uA4bDttZSCnAWZ-gLJUG/view?usp=sharing
https://www.iej.org.za/the-case-for-extending-the-covid-19-special-grants/
https://www.iej.org.za/civil-society-coalition-rejects-national-treasury-scheme-to-terminate-income-support-for-adults/
https://www.iej.org.za/civil-society-coalition-rejects-national-treasury-scheme-to-terminate-income-support-for-adults/
https://www.iej.org.za/options-for-implementing-a-ubig/
https://www.iej.org.za/options-for-implementing-a-ubig/
https://www.iej.org.za/designing-a-big-a-presentation/
https://www.iej.org.za/options-for-implementing-a-universal-basic-income-guarantee/
https://www.iej.org.za/options-for-implementing-a-universal-basic-income-guarantee/
https://www.iej.org.za/in-the-media/
https://youtu.be/6s9BCIrqXB1
https://omny.fm/shows/power-business/unpacking-the-iej-s-report-on-the-covid-19-r500bn
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2021-10-18-brian-kamanzi-careful-planning-needed-to-ensure-workers-benefit-from-transition-to-green-energy/
https://www.newframe.com/south-africa-needs-feminist-economics-now/
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