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FESITVAL 
PROGRAMME 
FRIDAY  
7 SEPTEMBER

STREAM 1 STREAM 2 STREAM 3 STREAM 4 STREAM 5 FILMS
Claudia Jones room Mam’ Emma Mashinini room Mam’ Albertina Sisulu 

room
Mam’ Phyllis Ntantala 
room

Mam’ Funmilayo 
Ransome-Kuti room

Brenda 
Fassie room

An economics curriculum for 
contemporary African realities 

Realising a feminist economy 
that transforms the daily lives 
of womxn and gender non-
binary people 

Living in today’s 
economy: economics 
and social struggles 

Pluralism and political 
economy

Contemporary African 
debates (with a focus on 
South Africa) 

Films

08:30–9:30  Registration

9:30–11:15 Session 1 Opening plenary: The state of economics
• Palesa Desiree Shilabje 

(welcome)
• Ismail Lagardien

• Samiah Anderson 
• Kamal Ramburuth-Hurt
• Siviwe Mhlana

• Fiona Tregenna 
(facilitator)

• Michael Smith (REFA 
festival info)

11:15–11:30 Break Comfort break (tea available in breakaway rooms)

11:30–13:00 Session 2 Students speak: case studies 
of South African economic 
curricula 
• Rekang Jankie (facilitator)

The gender gap in economics: 
what is feminist economics?
• Lebohang Pheko 
• Dorrit Posel 
• Dr Salimah Valiani
• Pregs Govender (facilitator)

The ploys of the 
elites: tax evasion and 
avoidance
• Dick Forslund 
• Michael Otieno
• Chloé-Marie Kikillus 

(facilitator)

What can economics 
learn from the other 
social sciences?
• Ruth Castel-Branco
• Robert Kowalenko 
• Robert van Niekerk
• Awande Buthelezi 

(facilitator)

The future of work
• Prof. Tshilidzi Marwala
• Rasigan Maharaj 

(discussant)
• Jane Barrett (discussant)
• Ami Bhatt (facilitator)

 

13:00–14:00 Lunch Lunch served

14:00–15:30 Session 3 Different methods of teaching 
economic concepts: a 
workshop on GDP
• Zunaid Moola
• Carilee Osborne (facilitator)

Beyond (man)stream 
economics and exploring 
queernomics
• Joyce P. Jacobsen
• Jabu Pereira
• Phumi Mtetwa (facilitator)

Mining and mining 
struggles
• Gavin Capps
• Mutuso Dhliwayo
• Nonhle Mbuthuma 
• Rihanata Ouedraogo 

(facilitator)

Towards a pluralist 
economics
• Catriona Watson
• Thando Vilakazi 

(facilitator)

Living in the age of 
austerity
• Daniel McLaren
• Sibabalwe Gcilitshana
• James Galbraith
• Sumayya Goga 

(facilitator)

This Land

15:30–16:00 Tea Tea and biscuits served

16:00–17:00 Session 4 Rethinking power, politics and 
economics
• Kwezilomso Mbandazayo
• Âurea Mouzinho
• Tuliza Sindi 
• Zizipho Waxa (facilitator)

Economic policy and 
socio-economic rights: 
how do they talk to each 
other?
• Mark Heywood
• Tessa Dooms
• Kate Philip (facilitator)

Paint South Africa by 
numbers: how we can 
learn from statistics
• Pali Lehohla 
• Erika Kraemer-Mbula 

(discussant)
• Kgosi Diphokwane 

(facilitator)

A monetary policy to 
grow the economy: 
beyond the debate 
of reserve bank 
independence
• Redge Nkosi
• Thembeka Khumalo 

(facilitator)

 

17:00–17:30 Break Break and move to plenary

17:30–19:00 Session 5 Plenary and launch of the Institute for Economic Justice: The trajectory  
of economic thought in Africa and the implications for economic policy
• Zane Dangor (welcome and 

closing)
• Thandika Mkandawire 
• Mcebisi Jonas (discussant)

• Jayati Ghosh 
(discussant)

• Siphokazi Mthathi 
(facilitator)

19:00–20:30  Cocktail reception

20:30–  Film screening: Inside Job
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FESITVAL 
PROGRAMME 
SATURDAY  
8 SEPTEMBER

STREAM 1 STREAM 2 STREAM 3 STREAM 4 STREAM 5 FILMS
Claudia Jones room Mam’ Emma Mashinini room Mam’ Albertina Sisulu 

room
Mam’ Phyllis Ntantala 
room

Mam’ Funmilayo 
Ransome-Kuti room

Brenda 
Fassie room

An economics curriculum for 
contemporary African realities 

Realising a feminist economy 
that transforms the daily lives 
of womxn and gender non-
binary people 

Living in today’s 
economy: economics 
and social struggles 

Pluralism and political 
economy

Contemporary African 
debates (with a focus on 
South Africa) 

Films

8:30–9:00  Registration

9:00–10:30 Session 6 The impact of curricula on 
economics graduates in the 
workplace 
• Nokwanda Maseko
• Ayabonga Cawe
• Katlego Moilwa (facilitator)

Womxn’s everyday 
experiences in economic 
discourse 
• Azola Goqwana 
• Constance Mathe 
• Vuyokazi Futshane (facilitator)

Urban land and housing 
markets: the struggle 
for spatial justice
• Sian Butcher
• Mandisa Dyantyi
• Sarita Pillay (facilitator)

Fanon and class 
formation in post-
colonial Africa
• Michael Smith 

(facilitator)

The great land debate
• Ruth Hall
• Ronald Lamola
• Bandile Ngidi (facilitator)

 

10:30–10:45 Break Comfort break (move to breakaway rooms)

10:45–12:15 Session 7 Is CORE the alternative?
• Kenneth Creamer
• Reza Daniels
• Antonio Andreoni
• Cheryl-Lyn Selman 

(respondent/facilitator)

Alternative sustainable 
livelihood creation            
• Portia Khumalo
• Phumi Mtetwa
• Zizipho Waxa
• Rukia Cornelius (facilitator)

Starting a new 
conversation about 
economics
• Siphokazi Mthathi
• Sibonelo Radebe
• Catriona Watson
• Isobel Frye (facilitator)

Marxism in Africa
• Mazibuko Jara
• Mosa Phadi
• Dominic Brown 

(facilitator)

Studying inequality from 
a Southern perspective
• Eddie Webster
• Kijala Shako
• Nicole Khuzwayo 

(facilitator)

This Land

12:15–13:00 Lunch Lunch served

13:00–14:30 Session 8 What does “pluralism” mean 
to South African academic 
economists?
• Stephanie Craig
• Uma Kollamparambil
• Nicolas Pons-Vignon
• Tamara Paramoer (facilitator)

Is neoliberalism the new 
sexism?
• Baba-Tamana Gqubule
• Jayati Ghosh 
• Basani Baloyi (facilitator)

Class, race and gender 
in the struggle for a 
just transition to an 
ecologically sustainable 
future
• Patrick Bond
• Samantha Hargreaves
• Dinga Sikwebu
• Letlhogonolo Maimane 

(facilitator)

Are markets really 
efficient? A debate
• Samantha Ashman
• Bradley Bordiss
• TBC
• Nikhil Jinabhai 

(facilitator)

Integration, 
industrialisation and 
the trajectory of African 
development
• Simon Roberts
• Lumkile Mondli
• Lebohang Pheko 
• Thobile Mawelela 

(facilitator)

 

14:30–15:00 Tea Tea and biscuits served

15:00–16:15 Session 9  What then does the future 
hold? – Realising a post-
capitalist feminist economy 
• Pregs Govender 
• Siphokazi Mthathi (facilitator)

Towards a new wage 
structure: the struggle 
for decent wages and 
wage equity
• Neil Coleman
• Debbie Collier
• Hopolang Selebalo 

(facilitator)

The under-theorisation 
of colonialism in Africa’s 
underdevelopment
• Matthew Ocran
• Tshenolo Leshika 

(facilitator)

Financialisation and 
African development
• Jayati Ghosh
• Neva Makgetla
• Rexford Asiama 

(facilitator)

Stealing 
Africa or 
Whose 
counting: 
Sex, lies, 
the price 
and global 
economics

16:15–16:30 Break Break, move to plenary room

16:30–18:00 Session 10 Closing plenary: Building a movement for a rethought economics
• Catriona Watson
• Palesa Desiree Shilabje

• Tinashe Nyamunda
• Gilad Isaacs

• Nepeti Nicanor 
(facilitator)

18:30–19:30  Organising meetings divided by universities
19:30–  Dinner Music and performances – dinner provided during. Physical Theatre, Lihle Dhlamini and Xolani Mpanza, Thabiso Mohare, Mthwakazi Lenga, DJ Harry.
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WELCOME MESSAGE 
We have the pleasure of welcoming you to the inaugural Rethinking 
Economics for Africa (REFA) festival.  

When we started organising the REFA festival, we never dreamt that we would have 
450 people in attendance and have to turn others away. The incredible response is an 
indication of the thirst for what is on offer at the festival. This thirst reflects a desire for 
diversity in our economics education and an enthusiasm for linking that education to 
real world events, particular the many economic challenges that we face. 

REFA is part of the global “rethinking economics” movement that has gained 
momentum in the last decade. This movement builds on decades of hard work 
amongst (often marginalised) economists inside and outside of academia that were 
critical of the growing narrowness of the discipline.  

We included “for Africa” in the title of the festival deliberately. Too often South African 
public discourse neglects our place on the African continent. We sought to create a 
festival that, while focused on South Africa, was imbedded within the political economy 
of Africa. There is much work to do on this front and we hope in future years to work 
with partners across the continent.  

The festival brings specific focus to feminist economics, a school of economic thought 
that hardly features in our universities, and challenges us to conceive a feminist future 
in which all people enjoy substantive equality.   

We have named this a “festival” and not a “conference” because we also wanted to give 
attention to learning outside of the classroom. We have an exciting cultural programme, 
exhibitions and interactive spaces. Please share your ideas with us so that we can grow 
these dimensions.  

This festival would not have been possible without the hard work of all the participating 
organisations, nor without the generous support of our sponsors, in particular the 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung South Africa Office. It has been a pleasure to work with such a 
dynamic group of people. 

We hope this festival is able to bring people together to become aware of the diversity 
of this critical discipline, share resources and ideas, create links, empower and serve 
as a practical platform to movement-build. Let’s engage in a conversation about a new 
vision for both economics and the economy.  

– REFA festival organising committee 

CONVENING ORGANISATIONS 
The festival is hosted by the Institute for Economic Justice (IEJ) in 
collaboration with the Wits University and University of Johannesburg 
Rethinking Economics for Africa (REFA) chapters, the Institute for 
African Alternatives (IFAA), Oxfam South Africa, The South African 
Research Chair in Industrial Development and the African Programme 
on Rethinking Development Economics (APORDE). 

 The IEJ  is a new economic policy think-tank located in 
South Africa. By acting as a research, policy and advocacy 
hub, the IEJ provides policy makers and progressive social 
forces in South Africa, and the region, with access to 
rigorous economic analysis and coherent policy options. 
These form the basis for economic interventions which 
materially improve the lives of ordinary people. Interventions 
proposed by the IEJ seek to advance social justice and 
reduce inequality (along race, class, gender and other lines), 
promote equitable economic development that realises 
socio-economic rights, and ensure a thriving, democratic, 
environmentally sustainable and inclusive economy that 
places the needs of the majority at the centre. 

 IFAA  is an independent Pan-African institute committed 
to promoting sustainable development and economic and 
social justice in South Africa and the rest of Africa. IFAA 
engages in broad policy research and advocacy and aims to 
produce and promote constructive analysis of South African 
and African socioeconomic and political issues through its 
research, student and publications departments.  IFAA’s 
flagship publication is New Agenda: South African Journal of 
Social and Economic Policy which serves as a vehicle for a 
number of policy research areas with a specific emphasis on 
political economy. 

 REFA Wits and UJ chapters  are student groups that aim 
to supplement and reform university curricula to ensure 
plurality, practical application and critical approaches to 
current issues facing the economies of South Africa and 
the continent at large. REFA promotes critical engagement 
with economics as a discipline, and uses economics in the 
university space to explore questions such as free education, 
inclusive growth, land redistribution and radical economic 
transformation. REFA also seeks to make economics more 
accessible to communities outside of the University space. 
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 Oxfam South Africa (OZA)  is an independent organisation 
and the first African affiliate of the Oxfam Confederation. 
OZA’s mission is to contribute lasting solutions to the 
injustice of poverty and inequality through mobilising the 
power of people, centring womxn and gender non-binary 
people to claim their rights and participate as full agents 
in their societies and lives, challenge systems which 
perpetuate poverty and inequality and participate fully in 
shaping decisions, policies and processes which affect their 
lives and hold power to account.   

 The DST/NRF South African Research Chair in Industrial 
Development (SARChI)  focuses on research and capacity-
building in the field of industrial development. Activities are 
centred around research projects, training and supervision of 
graduate students, hosting postdoctoral fellows and research 
visitors, and engagement in projects such as conferences, 
workshops, seminars, training courses, and public and policy 
engagements. Bursaries are available to excellent students 
undertaking postgraduate study in economics in the area 
of industrial development or related topics. Heterodox 
approaches are especially encouraged.  The centre is hosted at 
the University of Johannesburg. 

 APORDE  or African Programme on Rethinking 
Development Economics (APORDE) is an annual training 
programme that brings together academics, policymakers 
and civil society representatives to investigate economic 
development options. It aims to build capacity in economics 
and economic policymaking. The course is run for two 
weeks and consists of lectures and seminars.  

SPONSORS  
This festival would not be possible without the generous sponsorship 
of certain funders.  

The  Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES) South Africa Office ,  
in its support of the IEJ, is the primary sponsor of the festival. 
The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) is the oldest political 
foundation in Germany with a rich tradition dating back to 
its foundation in 1925. Today, it remains loyal to the legacy of 
its namesake and campaigns for the core ideas and values 
of social democracy: freedom, justice and solidarity. It has a 
close connection to social democracy and free trade unions. 
In South Africa the FES has worked in close cooperation with 
the ANC, COSATU and different civil society organisations for 
better socio-economic development and for gender equality in 
South Africa. 

 IFAA  and  SARChI , listed above, contributed funds.  

The  Young Scholars Initiative (YSI)  is an international 
community comprised of students, young professionals 
and researchers. YSI seeks to support initiatives coming 
from young scholars who want to explore new approaches 
and build communities around new economic thinking.  

 Oxfam South Africa , listed above, contributed funds in 
collaboration with confederation Affiliates.  

 Powerfest  is a free, travelling, pop-up festival of ideas  
focused on popular education on money, business, 
banking and economic systems, history and alternatives from 
around the world so that we can know better, do better and 
choose better. We co-host film screenings, workshops, 
seminars, performance art, exhibitions, demonstrations 
with like minded-partners anywhere in the world. We 
can also be found online at https://web.facebook.com/
POWERFULIDEASFEST/ and www.powerfest.rocks. Let’s 
rock the power together.
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Johannesburg is the largest city in South Africa with a 
population of about four and a half million people and one of 
fifty largest urban areas in the world. The city, which is part 
of Gauteng Province, was established in 1886 following the 
discovery of gold on what had been a farm. Johannesburg is 
often described as Africa’s economic powerhouse and has 
more than one central business district. Wits University, which 
hosts this historical festival, is a remarkable university that is 
internationally distinguished for its excellent research, high 
academic standards and commitment to social justice. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
Location of festival: University of the 
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg 
 Venue  FNB Building, on the West Campus of University of Witwatersrand.  

 Entrance  via Empire Road entrance, Yale Road entrance or Enoch Sontonga 
Road entrance.  

 Access  any vehicle or pedestrian can access Wits by collecting a visitors 
card at the booms. There will be signposts pointing to the venue.  

FNB BUILDING
(FESTIVAL 

VENUE)

PARKING

 JORISSEN 
STREET 

/YALE ROAD 
ENTRANCE

ENOCH 
SONTONGA  
/YALE ROAD 
ENTRANCE

PARKING

EMPIRE ROAD 
/YALE ROAD 
ENTRANCEPARKING

PARKING
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Location of accommodation 
Those the festival has organised to accommodate will be staying in the nearby 
suburb of Melville. At one of: 
• Ginnegaap Guesthouse: 54 4th Ave, Melville, Johannesburg, 0000, South Africa
• Melville Turret Guesthouse: 118 2nd Ave, Melville, Johannesburg, 2092, South Africa
• Life on 3rd: 28A 3rd St, Melville, Johannesburg, 2109, South Africa 

Students are staying at: 
• Homebase Melville: 37 1st Ave, Melville, Johannesburg, 2109, South Africa 

Melville is a lively neighbourhood with restaurants and bars. It is safe to walk from the 
guesthouses to the main strip (7th Street), but of course be aware.  

Transport 
Arrangements have been made for residential participants to be shuttled between the 
guest houses in Melville and Wits where the festival takes place. 

Transport will leave each morning between 8:15am and 8:30am, you will be advised in 
advance. 

Personal safety in Johannesburg 
The festival venue and residential facilities are very safe for all participants. 
Nonetheless, participants are advised to take precaution in movements, especially 
outside of the campus and in and around Johannesburg CBD.  

Emergency contacts 
Accommodation and transport for contributors:  
Laura Khumalo, laurak@uj.ac.za  

Accommodation and transport for students:  
Carilee Osborne, +27 83 784 0436, research@ifaaza.org 

Joburg student events:  
Kamal Ramburuth-Hurt, +27 82 972 5818, kamalramhurt@gmail.com 

Logistics:  
Ruth Abrahams, 082 783 5137, ruth.bertha.ra@gmail.com 

INTRODUCTION TO THE REFA FESTIVAL
The festival brings together approximately 450 academics, students, 
researchers, policymakers, public servants, activists, unionists and 
members of the public to begin a new conversation about the present and 
future of economic thinking, teaching and public debate in South Africa.  

This conversation is necessitated by the multi-faceted challenges facing economics 
today. Over the last decade, the economic mainstream, on its own, has failed to 
account for unfolding economic events or to suggest effective and equitable solutions 
to the manifold crises confronting society. The festival is part of a search for an 
economics discourse, education and practice that can address the multiple challenges 
facing Africa, in particular South(ern) Africa, and contribute towards the building of a 
more just and equal society. 

In the course of the two-day festival, the following concerns underpin the need for a 
‘rethinking economics’ movement and form the basis for our conversation:
• The dominance of neoclassical economics and its presentation as the entirety of the 

‘economics discipline’ together with economics’ self-portrayal as value-free ‘truth’;
• The intellectual narrowness that has crept into the discipline in recent decades and 

the marginalisation of non-neoclassical schools of thought that are often depicted 
as ‘ideologically polluted’ or simply passé;

• The lack of appreciation of economics as an intellectual discipline, in historical 
evolution, intertwined with multiple political and social realities and other 
disciplines;

• The neglect within economics of methodological pluralism;
• The Anglo-US centric and androcentric nature of the discipline, and thus its failure 

to effectively represent the experiences of other countries and marginalised groups; 
• And the inaccessibility of economic discourses to the ‘woman on the street’. 

In our context, we also take cognisance of the following realities:
• The paucity of the teaching of African political economy and the history of African 

economic thought;
• The dominance of white males in the field, in both their numbers and voice, and in 

particular the underrepresentation of black women; and
• The recent challenges posed by the decolonisation movement.

While focusing on the discipline of economics, this is a festival for both economists 
and non-economists that seeks to demystify and make accessible economic debates. 
It creates a space to discuss the current state of the discipline and what sort of 
economics discourse can provide the basis for an appropriate understanding of 
contemporary economic phenomena in pursuit of coherent and socially-relevant 
economic paradigms able to tackle South African, African and global issues. The 
programme favours multi- and inter-disciplinary approaches and we encourage 
participation from those currently within the “economic mainstream” and outside of it.
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In creating this space we aim to:
• Put people’s everyday concerns at the centre of economic discussions, prioritising 

issues faced by poor and working-class people, and women in particular;
• Learn about the state of the discipline in Africa, and South Africa in particular;
• Question whether the neoclassical bias of the discipline offers sufficient 

understanding of economic reality, and the role that this bias may have played in 
shaping the status quo;

• Bring to the fore the wealth of economic ideas and schools of thought that exist – 
such as Classical, Marxist, Neoclassical, Keynesian, Feminist, Institutionalist and 
Ecological economics – and the contributions of great African social scientists and 
philosophers;

• Advance methodological pluralism;
• Advance the need to reflect this wealth of ideas and methods in the composition of 

faculty and ‘economic experts’ in government and media;
• Discuss challenges faced by African economies, and in South Africa in particular, 

through diverse analytical lenses;
• Bring economics and economists in conversation with the struggle for social justice; 

and
• Bring people together to become aware of this diversity, share resources and ideas, 

create links, empower and serve as a practical platform to movement-build.

The festival is organised around five major streams or thematic areas (each of them 
made up of seven sessions of varying length and style), interspersed with art, film, 
exhibitions and interactive educational approaches in a creative and dynamic way, 
cognisant of the essence of the festival and the project of ‘rethinking economics’ 

movement building.  THE FIVE STREAMS 
1. An economics curriculum for contemporary African realities 

This stream explores what sort of economics discipline is best suited to 
contemporary Africa and South African questions and realities. It questions 
whether our current economic curricula satisfy these needs. Sessions draw on both 
international and African lessons for broadening theoretical and methodological 
frameworks and exploring a range of pedagogical approaches. The stream provides 
students with a space to speak alongside academics and others so as to begin to 
question what a decolonised economics curriculum would look like as well as how 
it may be achieved.  

2. Realising a feminist economy that transforms the 
daily lives of womxn1 and gender non-binary people 

One of the major challenges facing economics as a discipline today is the absence 
of a clear and co-ordinated gendered lens on the economy in our public discourse 
and analysis. This stream engages a feminist economics which recognises that 
the economy is wrapped up in our values and how we are socialised. The stream 
explores ways in which economics, policy and governance are defined in a 
manner that is biased against womxn and gender non-binary people. It proceeds 
on the basis that gendered equality cannot be achieved without structural and 
transformative change to the current economic models and that gender equality in 
the economy and society are mutually dependent.  

3. Living in today’s economy: economics and social struggles 
The third stream closes the gap between economics on the one hand and day-to-
day experiences and socio-economic struggles on the other, and seeks to unite 
them in an effort towards building a more just and equal society. Various sessions 
contained in this stream are designed as a dialogue between people’s lived 
experience, academics and activists. The stream also moves away from speaking 
of the economy in highly technical terms disconnected from the lives of the general 
populace, attempting to illustrate how we can build a new economic discourse. 

4. Pluralism and political economy  
Economics is a rich and diverse discipline with deep historical roots. Unfortunately, 
this is often neglected in our economics education that tends to be dominated by 
fairly contemporary, mathematically-heavy approaches that presume to depict how 
the economy operates, and are presented as value-free ‘truth’. This stream seeks to 
promote a pluralist vision of economics – both in its content and methodology – and 
to incorporate the richness of political economy analysis. It also explores African 
economic thought, which is neglected within our Anglo-US centric education.  

5. Contemporary African debates (with 
a focus on South Africa) 
Over the past years, there have been renewed efforts towards ensuring equitable 
and inclusive economic development on the African continent. This stream 
investigates current challenges and debates that are occurring upon this stage and 
influencing our ability to achieve these ends. It tackles issues ranging from the land 
debate in South Africa to economic integration across the continent in an attempt 
to raise debates about our shared future. 

1. We use the word ‘womxn’ as the alternate spelling of the word ‘woman’ or ‘women’, recognizing the 
struggles, identities, bodily integrity and intersectionality of feminist and womxn’s rights organizing and 
strives to be inclusive of all in the gender identity spectrum not excluding bi-sexual, trans men and women.



Rethinking Economics for Africa – Inaugural Festival – 2018Rethinking Economics for Africa – Inaugural Festival – 2018 1716

SESSION DETAILS 

1. An economics curriculum for 
contemporary African realities 
Students speak: case studies of South African economic curricula  
An opportunity for students from various universities to discuss their perspectives 
on economics curricula at their respective universities and in general. Introductory 
inputs will be offered by students at REFA societies after which the floor will be 
open to all students present. 

Different methods of teaching economic concepts: a workshop on GDP 
An interactive workshop demonstrating a different approach to how a key 
economic concept – in this case gross domestic product (GDP) – can be taught. 
The workshop will help challenge participants to rethink the usefulness of GDP but 
also inspire activists and educators with an alternative way to approach learning 
and teaching.  

The impact of curricula on economics graduates in the workplace  
This session will draw from the experiences of young graduates working in the 
research, policy and advocacy spheres to highlight how the economics curriculum 
both equips and fails young economics graduates when they enter the workplace. 
It will give students and graduates insight into the careers available to them and the 
challenges they may face.   

Is CORE the solution?  
Curriculum Open-access Resources in Economics (CORE) has been presented by 
many as a solution to some of the problems identified in current curricula and many 
South African universities are currently exploring its implementation. This session 
explores CORE’s pros and cons, drawing from the experiences of academics 
involved in its study and implementation.  

What does “pluralism” mean to South African academic economists? 
This session will explore South African academics’ understanding of the term 
“pluralism” in relation to the economics discipline. It will also explore the most 
effective ways of introducing pluralism to the curricula while ensuring a rigorous 
and diverse curriculum. 

2. Realising a feminist economy that transforms the 
daily lives of womxn and gender non-binary people 
The gender gap in economics: what is feminist economics?  
This session unpacks the different approaches to feminist economics and why 
we need feminist economics. It explores both the diverse range of theoretical 
and methodological approaches associated with feminist economics and the 
particularities of African feminist economics.  

Beyond (man)stream economics and exploring queernomics 
This session provides space for a frank dialogue on the politics of sexuality and the 
economy. In study circle style, it will explore what makes queer economics different 
from economic studies of sexual orientation.  

Is neoliberalism the new sexism?  
Feminist economists have been central to challenging neoliberal approaches to 
economic development as they privilege market-based development policies. 
This session will focus on womxn’s labour force participation, and an overview 
of obstacles and opportunities for feminist macroeconomists trying to influence 
macroeconomic policies.  

Rethinking power, politics and economics  
An understanding of power as played out in the sphere of economics and the 
household is important to gauging the inherent gendered forms of oppression. 
This session unpacks dimensions of power, culture, governance and structural and 
systemic violence as central to feminist economics.   

Alternative sustainable livelihood creation   
What are some of the existing possibilities that can be used to build a feminist 
economy? This session provides insights from the Latin American experience 
in realizing a feminist economy, womxn’s co-operatives movements and the 
possibilities of digital financial inclusion through the Gig Economy. 

Womxn’s every day experiences in economic discourse: a lived economy 
How do womxn experience the economy? Join a conversation where womxn reflect 
on the economy.  

What then does the future hold? – realising a post-capitalist feminist economy 
What will a feminist economy look like? How can we achieve it? The discussion 
in this session will focus on responding to these questions and proposing a new 
economic model, a feminist future that ensures that womxn not only survive in the 
economy, but also thrive.  
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3. Living in today’s economy: economics and social struggles 
The ploys of the elites: tax evasion and avoidance 
Tax evasion and avoidance, and illicit financial flows, are one of the issues of our 
generation – they rob countries of much needed resources, undermine states’ 
ability to provide adequate public services, and perpetuate inequality. Come listen 
and learn about the scale of this in Africa and what this means for development and 
rights enjoyment.  

Starting a new conversation about economics 
Public conversation about economics are often highly exclusionary – they take 
place in language many people are unfamiliar with and in realms limited to a small 
elite. This session explores how we can change that.  

Economic policy and socio-economic rights: how do they talk to each other? 
South Africa has one of the most progressive constitutions in the world. But how 
does economic policy give expression to socio-economic rights, what are the 
obligations placed upon economic policy and are the two compatible? A special 
focus on women’s rights. 

Mining and mining struggles 
Mining is a leading economic activity across the continent that contributes 
towards economic growth. But what drives mining companies, does mining benefit 
communities, how are less-powerful groups, particularly women affected, and what 
should happen when affected communities resist new mining activity?  

Urban land and housing markets: the struggle for spatial justice 
How do the dynamics of housing and land markets influence equitable access to 
housing? This session is a conversation between experts and activists looking at 
both barriers and solutions to achieving spatial justice.  

Class, race and gender in the struggle for a just transition to an ecologically 
sustainable future 
What sort of ecologically sustainable future do we want and how can that be 
achieved in a manner that redresses power imbalances across class, race and 
gender lines, and balances the imperative to protect the environment and the 
interests of workers.  

Towards a new wage structure: the struggle for decent wages and wage equity 
With the implementation of the national minimum wage as a first step, South Africa 
could accelerate measures to tackle the inherited unequal apartheid wage structure 
– across racial and gendered lines. But how do we take forward the struggle for 
decent wages and wage equity and what are the economic implications of this? 

4. Pluralism and political economy  
What can economics learn from the other social sciences? 
Economics is often viewed as operating in a silo. Economists are viewed as taking 
too narrow an approach with limited exposure to the other social  sciences. This 
session draw inspiration from other disciplines, such as philosophy and sociology, 
to explore how an interdisciplinary approach can aid the field of economics. 

Marxism in Africa  
For much of the 20th century Marxism was a dominant force in independence 
movements on the African continent. This session will explore the theoretical 
contributions of Marxists in Africa (and the diaspora)  during this period and how 
they can aid us in understanding Africa’s contemporary political economy. 

South Africa by the numbers: how we can learn from statistics 
South Africa has experienced many demographic changes since the advent of 
democracy. This session will offer an overview of South Africa by way of statistical 
trends introduced by the former Statistician General.  

Fanon and class formation in post-colonial Africa 
Fanon’s texts have offered inspiration for those engaged in struggles for 
decolonisation. This interactive workshop will assess Fanon’s writing on class 
formation in post-colonial Africa in the “Pitfalls of National Consciousness”.  

Towards a pluralist economics 
Author of Rethinking Economics: An Introduction to Pluralist Economics, Catriona 
Watson, offers an introduction to what is meant by pluralist economics. This is 
followed by a discussion of why pluralism is important in economics. 

Are markets really efficient: a debate 
The idea that markets efficiently allocate resources is a pillar of mainstream 
economic thinking. In order to expose students to different economic approaches, 
we ask a Marxist and Post-Keynesian economist to debate the key elements of this 
hypothesis.  

The under-theorisation of colonialism in Africa’s underdevelopment 
While other social sciences have attempted to theorise the role of colonialism in 
Africa’s underdevelopment, economics has lagged behind. This session will outline 
the flaws in current economic methodology. 



Rethinking Economics for Africa – Inaugural Festival – 2018Rethinking Economics for Africa – Inaugural Festival – 2018 2120

5. Contemporary African debates (with 
a focus on South Africa) 
The future of work 
Increased mechanisation may be changing the face of work. But what is actually 
happening and what implications does this have for employment, education, social 
security and job schemes? What are the gendered implications? 

Living in the age of austerity 
In South Africa, the 2018 National Budget accelerated budget cuts and regressive 
taxation measures – austerity is on the march. What does this look like and what 
will the impact be for workers, women and youth? Is austerity a viable economic 
policy and has it worked abroad? And are there alternatives? 

A monetary policy to grow the economy: beyond the debate of reserve bank 
independence 
Central banks across the continent are under pressure to implement “tight” 
monetary policy focused on curbing inflation. This session questions whether such 
policies help or hinder the aim of growing the economy and achieving sustainable 
development and what other options are available.  

The great land debate 
One of the most important current public debates in South Africa is the question 
of land redistribution – something that has been important in numerous African 
contexts. Have previous land policies failed? What has been their gendered 
impact? And will expropriation without compensation herald a new era? 

Studying inequality from a Southern perspective 
Addressing inequality requires an understanding of power – the power to control 
markets but also the power that is produced and reproduced at the intersection of 
race, class, gender, sexuality and other aspects of identity, leading to structural and 
institutional exclusion and discrimination. What does this mean for a new Southern 
and African research agenda? 

Financialisation and African development 
African countries are integrated into a global capitalist system in which the logic of 
financial markets dominates. What does this mean for development in Africa?  

Integration, industrialisation and the trajectory of African development 
Many processes are afoot to see greater regional and continental integration. But 
what do these look like and what will the consequences be for the development 
trajectory of African countries? 

FILMS 
Inside Job (Charles Ferguson, 1 hour 45 min) 

This 2010 documentary tackles the financial collapse of 2008 in a manner that can be 
easily digested. It is an indictment of the U.S financial industry that helped to create 
the housing bubble that ultimately led to a financial crisis that required a $700 billion 
bailout of most of the big banks. The film won over critics, earning director Charles 
Ferguson an Academy Award for the year’s best documentary. 

This Land (Miki Redelinghuys, 48 Minutes) 

The film focuses on the plight of a village in Makhasaneni in Kwazulu-Natal, 
highlighting the issue of land restitution, or the lack thereof. It presents the conflict 
between a community facing the threat of eviction from an international mining 
company and the chiefs who have sold off the land to Jindal Africa.  

Stealing Africa - Why Poverty? (Guldbrandsen Christoffer, 58 min) 

Based on research into public records, Stealing Africa describes the tax system 
employed by multinational companies in Africa. A copper mine in Zambia, owned by 
Glencore, generates significant profits for the company however this does not translate 
to significant tax revenues for Zambia.  
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CONTRIBUTORS 
We’re honoured to have a fabulous line up of contributors to the festival.  

Antonio Andreoni 
Antonio Andreoni (PhD Cambridge) is Senior Lecturer in Economics at SOAS 
University of London and Research Director of the Anti-Corruption Evidence (ACE) 
Research Consortium (DFID). At SOAS Antonio is Principal Investigator for Governing 
financialisation, innovation and productivity in UK manufacturing (Gatsby Foundation) 
and South Africa – Towards Inclusive Economic Development (UNU-WIDER). His 
research in technological and organisational change, industrial ecosystems, structural 
and institutional dynamics, and industrial policy has appeared in various journals 
such the Cambridge Journal of Economics and the Oxford Review of Economic Policy. 
Antonio is also co-editor of L’Industria and Life Member of Clare Hall, Cambridge.  

Âurea Mouzinho 
Âurea Mouzinho is an Angolan feminist activist and aspiring political economist 
working as an independent research consultant and a coordinator of Ondjango 
Feminista. She holds an Honours in Economics from the University of Cape Town and 
is the recipient of a Chevening Scholarship Award to study an MSc in Development 
Studies at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London. Her 
interests are in providing critical feminist political economy analysis to macroeconomic 
policies and their impacts on African women’s social and economic conditions, 
freedom and agency.  

Ayabonga Cawe
Ayabonga Cawe is a development economist, columnist, radio presenter, photographer 
and activist. He is Managing Director of Xesibe Holdings (Pty) Ltd, a platform involved 
in advisory, facilitation and content development across a wide range of fields. He 
hosts #PowerBusiness on PowerFM and writes a regular column for the Daily Maverick 
and the Business Day. Prior to this he was Economic Justice Manager at Oxfam South 
Africa (OZA) working on policy advocacy and research. He currently sits on the VAT 
zero-rating review panel, tasked by the Minister of Finance to consider the expansion of 
the list of food and non-food items exempted from value added tax. He holds an  
M. Com (Cum Laude) in Development Theory and Policy from Wits.  

Azola Goqwana 
Azola Anele Goqwana has worked in development and human rights since she was 21. 
In the past 15 years she has worked in various organisations with programmes focused 
on gender justice and development and also on feminist movement building. Her work 
currently is on content creation for training materials for organisations and individuals 
that implement women’s economic development programmes. Since 2016 her skills 
and experience of feminist movement building have been directed to establishing both 
her companies, Circles of Creative Women and Uhambo Concept Stores, specialising 
in entrepreneurship and development for black women. Her vision is to create a world 
where women and girls in historically disadvantaged communities are able to use their 
creativity to sustain their livelihoods

Baba-Tamana Gqubule 
Baba-Tamana Gqubule joined TIPS in August 2014. She has a Masters in 
Development Studies from the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 
University of London and a Bachelor of Economics Honours degree from Rhodes 
University. Baba has experience as a Policy Analyst at the Economic Development 
Department. She was involved in developing policies aimed at broadening 
participation in the economy with a specific focus on conducting research to inform 
the Department’s strategy towards increasing the participation of Women in the 
economy.  

Bradley Bordiss
Bradley Bordiss is currently completing a Ph. D. dissertation under the supervision of 
Prof Vishnu Padayachee. He holds a Masters in Economics from Rhodes University 
and teaches History of Economic Thought to third year students at the University of 
Cape Town. He has, for the last 13 and a half years run a retail property management 
company, together with his wife. He is passionate about a production-focused 
monetary, and broader economic, policy. 

Constance Mathe 
Constance Nothando Mathe is the appointed Coordinator of the Asijiki Coalition. She 
holds a diploma in business management, and has previously worked as a volunteer 
for the Triangle Project, Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation, and Women’s Legal Center. 
More recently, Constance worked at SWEAT as a peer educator, helpline counselor, 
and site coordinator. She is passionate about fighting for the rights of sex workers, 
speaking on behalf of those who are voiceless, and bringing about law reform. 

Catriona Watson
Catriona Watson is a founding member of the Post-Crash Economics Society at the 
University of Manchester, former Head of Campaigns at Rethinking Economics and 
one of the editors of ‘Rethinking Economics: An Introduction to Pluralism’. She holds a 
degree in Philosophy, Politics and Economics from the University of Manchester. She is 
passionate about making economics accessible for the general public and is particularly 
interested in feminist and ecological economics.  

Daniel McLaren
Daniel McLaren is a Budget Analyst at SECTION27. His work entails analysing how 
government generates, allocates and spends public money, in light of its constitutional 
obligations to ensure equality, redress and the realisation of socio-economic rights. 
Daniel plays a leading role in collaborative civil society initiatives on budget related 
issues including IMALI YETHU and the Budget Expenditure Monitoring Forum. Daniel 
has an MPhil in Human Rights Law at UCT. He previously worked as a Senior Researcher 
at the Studies in Poverty and Inequality Institute in Johannesburg.
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Gavin Capps
Gavin Capps holds a PhD in Development Studies from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science. He is currently employed as a Senior Researcher in 
the Society, Work and Politics Institute (SWOP) at the University of the Witwatersrand, 
where he leads the Mining and Rural Transformation in Southern Africa (MARTISA) 
project. His work has focussed on the political economy of natural resource extraction 
and development with particular reference to the South African platinum mining 
industry and has been published in a number of academic journals.  

Gilad Isaacs
Gilad Isaacs is an economist at Wits University and co-director of the Institute for 
Economic Justice, a new policy think tank. At Wits, Gilad coordinates the National 
Minimum Wage Research Initiative and lectures. He has worked as a consultant for the 
United Nations’ International Labour Organization (ILO) and Global Labour University. 
Gilad has a PhD in economics from SOAS University of London, and a background in 
civil society activism. 

Ismail Lagardien 
Ismail Lagardien is visiting Professor at the Wits School of Governance. He previously 
served as Executive Dean of Business and Economics Sciences at Nelson Mandela 
University. Over six years he taught International Political Economy and Global Finance, 
Political Economy, Political Science and International Politics in the United States. He 
was educated at the London School of Economics and holds a PhD in International 
Political Economy from the University of Aberystwyth. He is dedicated to opening the 
study of Economics to more heterodox concepts and methods, starting with teaching 
philosophy of social science, history, politics and sociology at undergraduate level. 

Jabu Pereira
Jabu Pereira is the Director at Iranti. Jabu holds a Masters degree in museum studies 
from New York University. 

James Galbraith
James Galbraith holds a professorship at the University of Texas at Austin, where 
he has taught since 1985.  He was previously Executive Director, Joint Economic 
Committee, Congress of the United States.  He holds a PhD in Economics from Yale.  
For the past twenty years he has supervised a small research group, the University of 
Texas Inequality Project, concerned with practical questions in the measurement of 
economic inequality at the global scale. He served as a technical adviser to the State 
Planning Commission of P.R. China in the 1990s, and in 2015 as an informal adviser to 
the Minister of Finance of Greece.  From 1996-2016 he served as Chair of the board of 
Economists for Peace and Security, a non-profit organisation.  His most recent book is 
Inequality: What Everyone Needs to Know.

Debbie Collier
Debbie Collier is an associate Professor at the University of Cape Town. She is a 
member of the South African Society for Labour Law, an associate of the Institute 
of Development and Labour Law and an active member of the Labour and 
Enterprise Policy Research Group. Debbie has published on a range of labour law 
issues, including workplace discrimination and income inequality. In her teaching 
responsibilities, Debbie particularly enjoys raising student awareness about the 
interconnectedness between law and social outcomes and capacitating the future 
generation of African legal scholars as critical thinkers and agents of change in their 
spheres of influence.

Dick Forslund 
Dick Forslund is senior economist at the Alternative Information and Development 
Centre (AIDC). Before coming to South Africa in 2010 and starting at AIDC, he was at 
Stockholm University School of Business as a lecturer. He holds a PhD in Business 
Administration and a BSc in Economics. He is passionate about popular education 
in political economy and likes working for an activist think-tank instead of under the 
ideological discipline of a university. 

Dinga Sikwebu
Dinga Sikwebu is the Co-director (Programmes) at Tshisimani Centre for Activist 
Education. He previously served as the long-time Head of Education at the National 
Union of Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA), appointed in 1995. In 2011-12, Dinga 
coordinated a union research project on climate change and energy policy. In 2015, 
Dinga taught at an international course - Political Training for Political Educators - 
organised by the Brazilian Landless People’s Movement, MST. In 2018, Dinga served on 
the adjudication panel for the first People’s Tribunal on Economic Crime in South Africa.  

Dorrit Posel 
Dorrit (Dori) Posel is a distinguished professor at the University of the Witwatersrand. 
She previously held a SARChI Chair in economic development at the University 
of KwaZulu-Natal. Dori received her PhD in economics from the University of 
Massachusetts (Amherst) in 1999. She specialises in applied micro-economic research, 
exploring the interface between households and labour markets. Dori has published 
widely on issues relating to marriage and family formation, labour force participation 
and well-being. Gender, and raising awareness about gender inequality, have been 
central to her research and teaching throughout her academic career.  

Eddie Webster
Eddie Webster is currently Professor Emeritus in the Society, Work and Development 
Institute (SWOP) at Wits which he founded over 30 years ago. He is recognised 
locally and internationally for his significant contribution to scholarship, especially 
in the field of Industrial Sociology. Professor Webster was rated in 2004 as the 
top sociologist in South Africa by the National Research Foundation (NRF) for his 
scholarly work. He is the author of seven books and 108 academic articles, as well as 
numerous research reports.  
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Kijala Shako 
Kijala Shako is the Advisor - Active Citizenship and Engagement, Pan Africa Programme, 
Oxfam International. A lawyer and conflict manager by training, she has over 16 years’ 
experience in development programming to eradicate inequality at the national, sub-
regional, continental and global levels. Kijala currently works on the Oxfam EvenitUp 
ending Inequality campaign.

Kwezilomso Mbandazayo
Kwezilomso Mbandazayo is the Womxn’s Rights and Gender Justice Programme 
Manager at Oxfam South Africa. She is a Black, Queer, Feminist thinker and activist.  

Lebohang Pheko 
Liepollo Lebohang Pheko is a feminist and political economist. She is an activist 
scholar, lecturer, writer and public intellectual and has written dozens of academic 
and conference papers on the political economy, international relations, trade, feminist 
economics, migration, citizenship and governance as well as contributing to several 
books on these topics. Currently a Senior Research Fellow at the think tank Trade 
Collective, Lebohang grounds her work in a class, race and feminist analysis and 
connects her research with grass-roots struggles locally and internationally. 

Lumkile Mondi 
Lumkile Mondi is currently a Senior Lecturer at Wits, he was previously chief economist 
and executive vice president for professional services at the Industrial Development 
Corporation. He has more than twelve years of postgraduate experience and over seven 
years working in financial markets. He serves on the Presidential Economic Advisory Panel. 
Lumkile writes, presents and comments on radio, print media and television on the political 
economy. He holds a BCom and Masters in Economics and is working on his PhD.

Mandisa Dyantyi
Mandisa Dyantyi is the Deputy General Secretary of the Social Justice Coalition. Mandisa 
has been working in the social justice space for the past eight years. She’s worked for 
organisations such as the Open Society Foundation, The Catholic Parliamentary Liaison 
Office and the Economic Justice Network. Mandisa holds a Masters in political studies 
from the University of the Western Cape. She has interests in social justice and political 
education. She is passionate about fighting inequality in all its forms especially racial and 
gender inequalities and rights of women and gender non-conforming people.

Mark Heywood
Mark Heywood is the Executive Director at SECTION27. He has previously worked 
at Maxist Workers Tendency of the ANC. In 1998 he was one of the founders of the 
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC). In 2007, he was elected as Deputy Chairperson of the 
South African National AIDS Council. He is also the current Chairperson of the UNAIDS 
Reference Group on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights. Mark holds a BA Honours Degree in 
English Language and Literature from Balliol College, Oxford University. He has 300+ op-
eds, essays, peer-reviewed articles and book chapters on legal, ethical and human rights 
questions linked to HIV/AIDS, health, human rights, politics, law and literature. 

Jane Barrett 
Jane Barrett is the Director of the Organising and Representation Programme of 
WIEGO. Jane has worked in workers’ organisations since the early 1980s. During 
her time in the South African trade union movement, Jane amongst other activities 
spearheaded efforts to organise outsourced and sub contracted workers, workers 
employed by small companies, and other vulnerable and/or isolated workers; 
promoted organisational links between the trade union movement and organisations 
representing informal workers; and represented organised labour in the Employment 
Conditions Commission which sets sectoral minimum wages, including for domestic 
workers. She has always had a special interest in women workers.

Jayati Ghosh 
Jayati Ghosh is Professor of Economics at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi.  Her research interests include globalisation, international trade and finance, 
employment patterns, macroeconomic policy, gender issues, poverty and inequality. 
She has authored and/or edited a dozen books and more than 180 scholarly 
articles, most recently Demonetisation Decoded: A critique of India’s monetary 
experiment (with CP Chandrasekhar and Prabhat Patnaik, Routledge 2017). She is 
the Executive Secretary of International Development Economics Associates, an 
international network of heterodox development economists. She has consulted 
for several international organisations including ILO, UNDP, UNCTAD, UN-DESA, 
UNRISD and UN Women.  

Joyce P. Jacobsen
Joyce Jacobsen is Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and the 
Andrews Professor of Economics at Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut, 
USA. She has a BA from Harvard, an MSc from LSE, and a PhD from Stanford, all in 
economics. She has interests in feminist economics, queer economics, the economics 
of gender, and labour economics. She is passionate about education. 

Kamal Ramburuth-Hurt
Kamal Ramburuth-Hurt is the co-founder and vice-chairperson at Rethinking 
Economics for Africa at Wits University. Kamal is in his final year of his undergraduate 
studies majoring in Economics and Politics. He is a student athlete and a leader in 
student governance, fulfilling roles of chairperson of the Wits Sport Council, and the 
Sports Officer on the Student Representative Council at Wits in 2017/18. He is a student 
that is passionate about social and economic justice. 

Kenneth Creamer
Kenneth Creamer has been an economics lecturer at Wits for the past 18 years, with 
teaching and research focussed on macroeconomics theory and policy. Kenneth 
has written various academic papers and popular articles on macroeconomic policy, 
employment and development challenges facing South Africa.  He has previously 
worked as an administrator at the IEC and Research Coordinator at COSATU.  He 
is a member of the management committee of the South African Student Solidarity 
Foundation for Education (SASSFE) and is a director at Creamer Media, publisher of 
Engineering News, Mining Weekly and Polity. 
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Nicolas Pons-Vignon
Nicolas Pons-Vignon is a Senior researcher in the School of Economic & Business 
Sciences (SEBS) at Wits University, South Africa. He holds a PhD from EHESS (Paris). 
Nicolas’ research focuses on labour markets, economic policy, and the role of the 
state in economic development. He has been the editor of the Global Labour Column 
since its inception in 2009. Nicolas initiated the African Programme on Rethinking 
Development Economics (APORDE) in 2007, which he directed for 7 years before 
joining the Scientific committee. 

Neil Coleman
Neil Coleman, Co-director of the newly established Institute for Economic Justice 
(IEJ), has been an activist, strategist and policy researcher in the South African Mass 
Democratic Movement, United Democratic Front, Tripartite Alliance, and Congress 
of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) since the late 1970s, and a COSATU official 
between 1989-2017. He participated in the constitutional negotiations, headed 
COSATU’s parliamentary office, was special advisor to Department of Economic 
Development Minister Ebrahim Patel and Strategies Co-ordinator in the COSATU 
Secretariat. Neil led Labour’s delegation in the national minimum wage negotiations 
2015-2017. 

Neva Makgetla
Neva Makgetla has been Senior Economist: Trade and Industrial Policy at Trade and 
Industrial Policy Strategies (TIPS) since November 2015. She was Deputy Director 
General for Economic Policy in the Economic Development Department from 2010 
to 2015. Before joining EDD, Makgetla worked for the Presidency, the DBSA and 
COSATU as well as other government departments. Prior to 1994 she worked in various 
universities in Africa and the United States. Makgetla’s research centres on aspects of 
industrial policy and value chain analysis, and on socio-economic challenges facing 
South Africa, especially around employment creation and inequality.  

Nokwanda Maseko
Nokwanda Maseko is an Economist working for Trade & Industrial Policy Strategies 
(TIPS). She has previously worked as a Policy Analyst at the Economic Development 
Department, and as a Budget Analyst in the Public Finance division of the National 
Treasury. Nokwanda holds an MComm in Economics from North West University. She 
is interested in, and is passionate about womxn’s rights, gender and sexuality, as well 
as feminist activism.  

Nonhle Mbuthuma 
Nonhle Mbuthuma is a defender of human rights, land rights, and environmental 
rights of rural communities in Pondoland. Together with other community leaders she 
founded the Amadiba Crisis Committee (ACC) in 2007 to fight against the «Xolobeni 
Mining Project». She is today the Spokesperson of ACC. The ACC works for 
sustainable development and demands that rural communities shall have the right to 
choose what development they want. She is engaged in projects focused on farming, 
food production and ecotourism on the Wild Coast.   

Matthew Ocran
Matthew Ocran is a professor of economics and Deputy Dean, academic affairs, at 
University of the Western Cape. Matthew holds Bachelor and Masters degrees from the 
University of Ghana and a PhD from Stellenbosch University. He is rated as an established 
researcher by the NRF. He was previously a professor of economics at Nelson Mandela 
University. He has a keen interest in economic history and politics.   

Mazibuko Jara
Mazibuko Jara is the chairperson of the Oxfam South Africa Board. He is also the 
Executive Director of Ntinga Ntaba kaNdoda, a community-owned rural development 
facilitator in the Eastern Cape Province. Mazibuko has occupied various senior political 
roles, including Spokesperson and Chief Strategist of the South African Communist 
Party until his departure in 2010. He is the founding Chairperson of the Treatment Action 
Campaign, an organization that lobbied for a more responsible approach by political 
leaders to the challenge presented by the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Mazibuko is a key and 
influential commentator and analyst on issues such as the state of democracy and rural 
transformation in South Africa.  

Michael Nassen Smith
Michael Nassen Smith is the Deputy Director of the Institute for African Alternatives 
(IFAA). Michael has previously lectured International Political Economy in the Political 
Studies department at the University of Cape Town (UCT). He holds an M.Phil PPE 
(Politics, Philosophy in Economics) from UCT. His research interests span political 
economy, history of South African political thought, South African and global political 
and economic history, political philosophy and the philosophy of race. Michael is eager 
to connect intellectual work with pursuits for social and economic justice. He is also 
interested in promoting interdisciplinary work in the academy.

Michael Oloo Otieno
Michael Oloo Otieno is the Chair of Tax Justice Network Africa (TJNA) and the 
Governance Advisor for National Taxpayers Association (NTA), in Kenya. Michael has 
previously worked with the Centre for Governance and Development (CGD) in Kenya 
and as a Tutorial Fellow at the University of Nairobi. He has also consulted widely on 
the areas of governance and provided trainings on Tax Justice for various organizations 
in East Africa. Michael holds a Masters and Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from 
the University of Nairobi, Kenya. Michael is passionate about Tax Justice and more 
importantly stopping Illicit Financial Flows from the African Continent. 

Mutuso Dhliwayo
Mutuso Dhliwayo is the Executive Director of the Zimbabwe Environmental Law 
Association (ZELA). He holds a dual masters in Constitutional and Human Rights Law 
(LLM) from Midlands State University, Zimbabwe and a Masters in Environment and 
Development from University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  He also holds a Bachelor 
of Laws Honors degree (LLBS) from the University of Zimbabwe.  He is registered with 
the High Court of Zimbabwe as a legal practitioner, notary public and conveyancer. 
He has research and advocacy interests in business and human rights, transboundary 
natural resources management, wildlife and the extractive sector. 
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Portia Khumalo 
Portia Khumalo is the Chief Operations Officer at Young Women in Business Network. 
She has previously worked for various advertising agencies.  Portia holds a Diploma in 
Marketing Management.  She is passionate about working with people, for her; there’s 
nothing more fulfilling than seeing people realise “it is possible”.  

Rasigan Maharajh 
Rasigan Maharajh is concurrently Nodal Head of the Department of Science and 
Technology and National Research Foundation’s Centre of Excellence in Scientometrics 
and Science, Technology and Innovation Policy; the founding Chief Director of the 
Institute for Economic Research on Innovation at Tshwane University of Technology; 
Professor Extraordinary at the Centre for Research on Evaluation, Science and 
Technology of Stellenbosch University; an Associate Research Fellow of the Tellus 
Institute in Boston; and the Chairperson of the Southern Africa Node of the Millennium 
Project. Rasigan was awarded a Doctor of Philosophy degree by the Forskningspolitiska 
Institutet (Research Policy Institute), School of Economics and Management, Lund 
University, Sweden.  

Redge Nkosi
Redge Nkosi is an Executive Director & Head of Research of Firstsource Money and an 
Executive Board Member of Money Reform International (UK). Firstsource Money is a 
Monetary, Banking and Macroeconomic Policy Research and Advocacy Organisation 
whose main object is to Reform South Africa’s current Monetary & Banking systems 
along with the reform of SA’s Macroeconomic Policy Framework. Prior to this Redge 
worked for the Department of Transport’s South African Maritime Safety Authority 
(SAMSA) as Executive Head of Strategy, Maritime Economic Development and Maritime 
Excellence. He also worked for the Department of Trade and Industry’s International 
Trade and Economic Development Division as a Trade & Economic Policy Official, 
besides many other institutions - public and private.   

Reza Daniels
Reza Daniels is Senior Lecturer at the School of Economics, University of Cape Town. 
He has worked across a wide range of research fields from applied econometrics, public 
policy and environmental economics. He is also affiliated with the Southern Africa Labour 
and Development Research Unit (SALDRU) and the Environmental Policy Research Unit 
(EPRU). Reza holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Cape Town.  

Robert Kowalenko 
Robert Kowalenko is Philosophy Lecturer at Wits University. Robert has previously worked 
at the Open University, the University of Hertfordshire, and Keele University, all in the 
United Kingdom. He holds a PhD in Philosophy from King’s College London, and a Master 
of Philosophy from the University of Paris IV-Sorbonne. He has interests in philosophy 
of science, the philosophy of social science, questions of transformation, and the role of 
science in the public domain. He is passionate about the potential of education in building a 
better future for South Africa. 

Palesa Desiree Shilabje
Palesa Shilabje is the chairperson at Rethinking Economics for Africa at Wits. She 
previously chaired the School of Economics and Business Sciences student council 
at Wits. She’s currently doing her 3rd year of a B.Com majoring in Politics, Philosophy 
and Economics. Palesa has interests in the economics behind land expropriation and 
black radical feminism. She is passionate about free, quality and decolonial education 
activism. 

Pali Lehohla 
Dr Pali Lehohla was the Statistician General of South Africa, a position he held since 
November of 2000. He was the Chair of Africa Symposium for Statistical Development 
(ASSD), a country led initiative established in 2006. He was Chair of the United Nations 
Statistics Commission and Chair of Statistics Commission Africa and Chair of PARIS21. 
He obtained his degree from the National University of Lesotho (NUL) with double 
majors in Statistics and Economics, undertook post-graduate studies in demography 
from the United Nations Regional Institute for Population Studies (UNRIPS) at the 
University of Ghana and Senior Executive Programme jointly awarded by Wits and 
Harvard Universities. Dr Lehohla holds Honorary Doctorates (Doctor of Commerce) 
from the University of Stellenbosch and Doctor of Science from the University of 
Kwazulu-Natal.  

Patrick Bond
Partrick Bond was born in Ireland where he was educated in economics at Swarthmore 
College and the Wharton School of Finance, and in the Marxist theory of uneven 
development at Johns Hopkins where his doctorate surveyed Zimbabwe. He also 
worked for the US Federal Reserve Board and Institute for Policy Studies during the 
1980s. He moved to Johannesburg in 1990 and worked in two NGOs (Planact and 
the National Institute for Economic Policy) and in President Mandela’s RDP Office as 
drafter of the Reconstruction and Development White Paper. He then taught at Wits 
and UKZN where he directed the Centre for Civil Society from 2004-16. His books 
include Elite Transition, Politics of Climate Justice, Talk Left Walk Right, Against Global 
Apartheid, Looting Africa, Cities of Gold, Townships of Gold and BRICS: An anti-
capitalist critique. 

Phumi Mtetwa 
Phumi Mtetwa is an activist working on issues of economic, gender and LGBTI equality 
and justice. Her work has included organising rent boycotts to combat Apartheid and 
mobilising against the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas. She was part of the group 
of activists that worked to enshrine the rights to equality, dignity and freedom for all in 
the South African Constitution. As a former Co-Secretary General of the International 
Lesbian and Gay Association she brought issues of concern in the global South to the 
organisation, including creating the LGBT South-South Dialogue. She has led many 
organisations, including the Lesbian and Gay Equality Project; is founding member of 
the Masithandane End-Hate Collective and is now a Social Change Initiative Fellow, 
reflecting on campaigning and political activism, as well as organising within the global 
feminist network Just Associates (JASS).  
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Samantha Ashman
Samantha Ashman is an Associate Professor in the School of Economics at the 
University of Johannesburg where she directs a Master’s programme in Industrial 
Policy run in partnership with African Institute for Economic Development and 
Planning in Senegal. She worked previously at the University of the Witwatersrand, 
the University of East London (UK) and the University of Birmingham (UK) from where 
she also gained her PhD. Her research interests lie, broadly, in the financialization of 
the world economy, South African economic development since 1994 – including its 
financialization, industrial development and policy, value theory and political economy. 
She is passionate about too many things to list.  

Samantha Hargreaves 
Samantha Hargreaves is the founder and Director of the WoMin African Alliance, 
which launched in 2013, and works in twelve countries across Africa to expose the 
gendered impacts and mechanics of a patriarchal extractivist development model. 
WoMin also advances development alternatives from the perspective of the majority of 
peasant and working class women in Africa. Samantha has a long history of work on 
the land, agrarian and extractives terrain. She has previously worked for the National 
Land Committee and one of its affiliates and, prior to building WoMin, was employed 
by ActionAid International. She has been involved in and offered solidarity support to 
various movements of landless people, rural women and more recently communities 
and networks fighting extractives industries. Samantha holds a master’s degree in 
Development Studies from the University of the Witwatersrand. 

Samiah Anderson
Samiah Anderson is a Rethinking Economics Alumni and the Founder of NSE 
Goldsmiths. She is currently collaborating with the Goldsmiths University powerhouse 
research centre, Forensic Architecture. Samiah has previously worked for Oshun 
Partnership, AXA UK and Our Solutions. She holds a BA in Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics and has interests in the political economy of everyday life. She is passionate 
about enabling academics and activists to influence public policy. 

Sarita Pillay Gonzalez
Sarita Pillay Gonzalez is a PhD student at WITS. She previously worked as an 
organiser and researcher at Ndifuna Ukwazi, and as a researcher at the Public Affairs 
Research Institute. She holds a Masters in Urban and Regional Planning from the 
University of Minnesota. She has an interest in the actors, resources, ideas and 
politics that shape urban land. She is passionate about popular education, land 
justice, and understanding power. 

Sian Butcher
Sian Butcher is a lecturer in Human Geography in the School of Geography, Archaeology 
and Environmental Studies at Wits University. She holds a PhD in Geography from the 
University of Minnesota. Sian’s research interests are broadly in land, property and housing 
markets in Southern African cities. She is passionate about heterodox approaches that 
bring together geographical political economy and postcolonial scholarship to understand 
and challenge socio-spatial inequality produced through these markets.   

Robert van Niekerk
Prof Robert van Niekerk’s area of research, teaching and publication is the institutional 
history, ideologies and understandings of social policy and social change in South 
Africa. He also has an interest in social policy in a post-apartheid South Africa – 
particularly polices aimed at overcoming inequality and developing social rights of 
citizenship and the ‘good society’ and looking at the factors that account for success 
and failure in policy implementation.

Ronald Lamola
Ronald Lamola is a member of the African National Congress’ National Executive 
Committee (ANC NEC). Ronald grew up on a small farm in Mpumalanga in the 1980s 
and assumed various leadership roles within the congress movement. He is a former 
deputy president of the ANC Youth League. Ronald is a lawyer by trade and holds two 
Masters degrees.  

Ruth Castel-Branco
Ruth Castel-Branco is a PhD candidate with the University of the Witwatersrand and 
fellow of the International Centre for Development and Decent Work. She holds an MA 
in Development Studies from the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal and a BA in Geography 
and African Studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Previously she was the 
project coordinator for social protection in Mozambique at the International Labour 
Office. Her research interests include labour process, workers organizations, social 
protection and linkages between the formal and informal economy. 

Ruth Hall
Professor Ruth Hall is a Senior Researcher at PLAAS.  Ruth has previously worked 
as a Senior Researcher and coordinator of Policy Research and Advocacy, Centre for 
Rural Legal Studies, Stellenbosch, South Africa. Ruth holds a DPhil in Politics from the 
University of Oxford. Ruth’s research interests focus on land rights and land reform, 
both within South Africa and beyond. Her work has focused on the development and 
implementation of different land reform policies, their class agendas and outcomes for 
agrarian change. 

Salimah Valiani 
Dr. Salimah Valiani is Senior Researcher, Political Economy at the Mapungubwe 
Institute for Strategic Reflection. She also holds a visiting professorship with the 
Centre for Researching Education and Labour at the University of Witwatersrand. 
With an academic background in world historical political economy, her research 
specialisations are in the areas of economic development in historical perspective, 
international labour migration, the political economy of health care, the global care 
economy, and mineral extraction and development. She is the author of the research 
monograph, Rethinking Unequal Exchange: the global integration of nursing labour 
markets (University of Toronto Press: 2012); and editor of the forthcoming, The Future 
of Mining in South Africa (Mapungubwe Institute for Strategic Reflection: 2018). She 
is the 2012 Recipient of the Feminist Economics Rhonda Williams Prize – an award 
recognising feminist scholarship and activism in the spirit of the African American 
economist and advocate, Rhonda Williams.
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Siviwe Mhlana
Siviwe Mhlana is an MA student in the Neil Aggett Labour Studies Unit (NALSU) 
at Rhodes University. Her current research explores the socio-economic effects of 
neoliberal globalisation on developing countries, particularly the changing nature 
of labour-intensive production in the post-apartheid period and the gendered 
individualisation of risk associated with precarious and non-standard employment. 
Siviwe’s interests include: international development, inequality and social policy. 
She is passionate about how her work can be useful to the struggles of the poor and 
working class. Part of this is understanding what the issues facing workers are and 
how her research can be useful to the existing cause. 

Stephanie Craig
Stephanie Craig is an analyst at DNA Economics with a keen interest in economic 
development, public policy and local government. She is passionate about translating 
economic research into implementable governance and policy solutions in African 
countries. Stephanie has previously worked as part of the Innovative Finance 
Initiative at the Bertha Centre for Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship at the 
Graduate School of Business in Cape Town. She also completed a Best Practices 
Research internship at Frost & Sullivan, Cape Town, and a semester abroad program 
at Sciences Po, Paris. Stephanie graduated from the University of Cape Town with a 
Business Science degree in 2013, specialising in Economics and Law, and a Masters 
in Economic Development in July 2017. 

Tessa Dooms
Tessa Dooms is the Managing Director at Youth Lab and a project manager at the 
Friedrich Erbet Stiftung. She also serves as a National Planning Commissioner. 
Tessa has previously worked at three South African universities as a lecturer and 
researcher with a focus on youth, health and religion. Tessa also works as an 
international consultant for organisations including the African Union, UNFPA and 
the National Democratic Institute. She holds a Masters by dissertation in Sociology 
from the University of the Witwatersrand. Tessa’s interests lie predominantly in youth 
development in Africa, ensuring that Africa maximises its young people’s potential and 
life opportunities.  

Tinashe Nyamunda 
Tinashe Nyamunda obtained a PhD in Africa Studies from the University of the Free 
State, South Africa, and a BA and MA from the University of Zimbabwe. His research 
is focused on the effects of financial policy on colonial and postcolonial Zimbabwe’s 
economy and the financial dimensions of the informal economy. He lived and worked 
in Manicaland in the early phases of the Marange diamond rush, later publishing 
accounts of artisanal diamond mining, cross-border business networks and the 
informal economy associated with that period. He is currently a Post-Doctoral Fellow in 
the International Studies Group, Centre for Africa Studies, University of the Free State.  

Sibabalwe Gcilitshana
Sibabalwe Gcilitshana is a parliamentary officer and researcher at Equal Education. 
Sibabalwe has previously worked at the Parliamentary Monitoring Group, volunteered 
at the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre and interned with Weights and 
Measures, a traveling art project about international criminal justice by artist Bradley 
McCallum. Sibabalwe holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economics and International 
Relations and an Honour’s degree in Transitional Justice from the University of 
Cape Town. She is interested in social justice activism, post-conflict justice and 
using policy and budget advocacy to effect change. She is passionate about helping 
society build active citizenship and believes the revolution will be womxn led.  

Sibonelo Radebe
Sibonelo Radebe is the business and economy section editor at The Conversation 
Africa, an online media platform that publishes academic work in popular media 
style. Sibonelo has been a journalist for about 20 years with a focus on business 
and economic areas. He has worked for national titles in South Africa such as the 
Business Day, Financial Mail and The New Age and has written for various local and 
international publications. Prior to joining The Conversation Africa, he worked for the 
National Empowerment Fund, a South African development finance institution. 

Simon Roberts 
Simon Roberts is a professor at the University of Johannesburg, in the Economics 
and Econometrics Department. He previously held the position of Chief Economist 
and Manager of the Policy & Research Division at the Competition Commission from 
November 2006 to December 2012. Prior to joining the Competition Commission he 
was Associate Professor of Economics at the University of the Witwatersrand, where 
he established and directed the Corporate Strategy and Industrial Development 
research programme examining firm decision-making and economic outcomes. In 
addition, Simon has consulted extensively on competition matters over the past 15 
years and has been an expert witness in a number of major cases. 

Siphokazi Mthathi 
Siphokazi Mthathi is Executive Director of Oxfam South Africa, with two decades of 
experience in the human rights and social justice movement in Southern Africa. She 
was General Secretary of the Treatment Action Campaign, the South Africa Director 
of Human Rights Watch, the regional advisor at the Coalition of African Lesbians, and 
most recently Manager for South Africa and Southern Africa programs at Norwegian 
People’s Aid. In her last position, Siphokazi worked in support of people and 
organizations advocating for just distribution of power and resources, particularly in 
the extractives industry. She is also a trustee on the boards of Open Society Institute 
for Southern Africa, the One in Nine Campaign, and the Women on Farms project.  
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CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS  
Mthwakazi Lenga
Xho-pera, indigenous bow music, a musical journey, this is Mthwakazi Lenga. Hailing 
from the Xhosa land of the Eastern Cape, South Africa, Mthwakazi is a Xhosa Opera 
singer, songwriter and performer. uMthwakazi has pioneered a new style of music 
known as Xho-pera which synthesises African Indigenous bow music, Classical, Opera 
and Choral. Her repertoire is mainly derived from Xhosa Bow Music and is firmly 
entrenched on African dance rhythms. The songs are sung by an extremely dynamic, 
angelic and operatic (dramatic soprano) voice and carry a message which emphasizes 
optimism, progress and advocates for ubuntu (humanity) as a way of living. 

Starving Art House
Starving Arthouse is a young artists collective founded out of a dissatisfaction with the 
way artists are treated in South Africa and the need to break out of institutionalized 
formats of art creation. Starving Arthouse believes in showcasing young artists in new 
and innovative ways, being a vehicle for the arts, and treating the artist as an ‘integral 
part in societies movement’. Interdisciplinary collaboration is at the core of their 
objectives. 

The Starving Art House artists at the festival will include: 
• Adilson De Oliveira AKA ‘Jesus of Jozi’ is a multimedia artist best known for his 

tongue-in-cheek commentary on South African politics, two-dimensional stop-
motion animation and impressionist portraiture creative directing and sculpture. He 
is the founder of ‘Conversationists’ art collective. His latest works include ‘The Jesus 
of Jozi and the Art of Urban Mythology’, Gaslamp Gallery, South Africa.  

• Wandile Xaba is a photographer and filmmaker inspired by the presence of 
humanity and the art of being. She aims to express to the audience a sense of 
realism expressed through the act of existing, and wants the audience to get 
engulfed in the idea of memories that exist outside us in and also deeply embedded 
inside us. 

• Lihle Dhlamini is a young RnB/Soul vocalist who also sets her soul on the theatre 
stage. Lihle roots her inspiration from her love of jazz and originality and maintains 
her professionalism and passion in the theatre and in life. She will be accompanied 
by Xolani “X” Mpanza on keys. 

• Joel Leonard is a Wits Theatre and Performance student with performances 
across the country. He aims to explore “What it means to convey meaning and/
or narratives with the human body, using either my own body or another”. Since 
2017, he has crafted three works; Keitumetse (in collaboration with Hannah Van 
Tonder), Ball and Legoa.  

• Nokuthula Mabuza aims to explore the intricacies and dynamics of human 
interaction. She is a performer, playwright and mover who has performed in 
Marachera Sketches (2017), Secrets of the Moon (2018), Made in Time (2016) and 15 
Minute Hamlet (2018). She recently performed in ‘Devil at a Dead End’ at the 2018 
Grahamstown National Arts Festival. 

Tshilidzi Marwala
Professor Tshilidzi Marwala is the Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the University of 
Johannesburg. He holds a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering (magna cum 
laude) from Case Western Reserve University (USA) in 1995, a Master of Mechanical 
Engineering from the University of Pretoria in 1997 and a PhD specializing in Artificial 
Intelligence and Engineering from the University of Cambridge in 2000. His research 
interests are multi-disciplinary, and they include the theory and application of artificial 
intelligence to engineering, computer science, finance, social science and medicine. 
He has published 12 books in artificial intelligence, one of these has been translated 
into Chinese, over 300 papers in journals, proceedings, book chapters and magazines 
and holds four international patents. His writings and opinions have appeared in the 
magazines New Scientist, The Economist and Time Magazine.  

Uma Kollamparambil
Uma Kollamparambil is the Head of Economics at the School of Economic and 
Business Sciences at the University of Witwatersrand. She holds a Masters in 
Development Economics, M Phil degree in Applied Economics and PhD degree 
in Economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. She has an interest in 
development issues particularly relating to migration, inequality and subjective well-
being. 

Zizipho Waxa 
Zizipho Waxa is an Analyst at a strategy consulting firm that focuses on development. 
She has been involved in several engagements while at the firm, ranging from public 
health, insurance, policy evaluation, strategy and education. Previously, Zizipho 
worked at BMI Research and AC Nielsen. Zizipho holds a BCom in Economics, 
Investments and Corporate Finance and a BCom Honours in Economic Science both 
from the university of the Witwatersrand (WITS). Zizipho recently received continued 
professional education in Innovative Finance through Coursera and the University of 
Cape Town (UCT). 

Zunaid Moola
Zunaid Moola is the Deputy Editor of New Agenda magazine. He previously worked as 
a consultant specialising in economic development strategies and poverty alleviation. 
He was Executive Director of the New Institute for Economic Policy and Manager of the 
Service Program in South Africa’s first democratic Parliament. He is also a facilitator in 
the Training for Transformation Programme at the Grail Centre in Kleinmond, W. Cape. 
Zunaid holds an M.A. in Political Economy from the New School for Social Research in 
New York and a B.A. in Political Science from Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada. 
His interests include Alternative Economics and Economic Literacy.  
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IN MEMORIAM: SAMIR AMIN
Samir Amin (September 3, 1931-August 12, 2018) was a visionary: 
someone with his own very strong ideas of what the future should be 
like, consumed by the need to mobilise people to work for bringing 
about such a future. The desirable (though not inevitable) future for 
him was that of socialism, which required the defeat of imperialism 
and the overcoming of capitalism. The intense enthusiasm with which 
he sought to pursue that vision, to the very end of his immensely 
productive life, was at once obsessive, beguiling and infectious.

Amin was born in 1931 of Egyptian and French parentage, and was brought up in Port 
Said in Egypt, but his subsequent education and his own inclinations made him much 
more cosmopolitan, truly a citizen of the world – or rather of the Third World. Indeed, 
he self-identified as an African scholar of political economy and was hugely devoted to 
encouraging and developing rigorous intellectual life in Africa.

His early professional experiences were clearly crucial in developing that orientation. 
Already in secondary school he considered himself a communist, and he was a 
member of the French Communist Party as a student in Paris in the 1950s. His PhD 
thesis in Paris in 1957 was on the origins of underdevelopment, containing ideas that 
subsequently were elaborated in his magnum opus Accumulation on a World Scale: 
A critique of the theory of underdevelopment2 , first published in 1970. He returned to 
Cairo to work in the Office of Economic Management of the Egyptian government, but 
the anti-communism that marked the Nasser regime at that time drove him to exile, 
and a stint in Mali working for that country’s government.

Thereafter, he was mostly based in Dakar, Senegal – first in the UN’s Institut Africain de 
Développement Economique et de Planification3, of which he became the director in 

2. http://www.worldcat.org/title/accumulation-on-a-world-scale-a-critique-of-the-theory-of-
underdevelopment/oclc/827726
3. https://www.uneca.org/fr/idep

Thabiso Afurakan Mohare
Thabiso Afurakan Mohare is an aspiring poet and recording artist who has been active 
in the South African poetry scene since 2002. His debut short collection of poems 
entitled The Broken Men Chapbook was launched in Rotterdam. His other works have 
been published in various anthologies including “Marikana – A Moment in Time” and 
his first full studio album “Words Over Dub” was released worldwide in February 2017. 
He is the co-founder and CEO of the Word N Sound Live Literature Company - a 
ground breaking poetry development project that has been running in Johannesburg 
since 2010. www.wordnsound.com. Thabiso an award winning copywriter also has 
two major commissions that saw him spread his writing to television with the award 
winning Channel O Hip-Hop Express Promo and the recent ETV Gold Diggers TV 
series promo. 

William Matlala
William Matlala is a Freelance Photographer who specializes in Labour activities and 
developmental issues, by state or communities. Whilst working for Trimpack, he trained 
as a photographer with the African School of Photography in Pretoria. He received 
a diploma in photography and went on to train with different organizations like the 
department of manpower, Market Theatre photo workshop and the South African 
Union of Journalists. His work is an archive of workers at work, unions meetings, 
government activities in the community, non-governmental organisation meetings and 
their other activities.
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1970, and then as the director of the Forum du Tiers Monde4 (Third World Forum) that 
he set up in 1980. He was instrumental in setting up the Council for the Development 
of Social Science Research in Africa (Codesria)5, which has become the main vehicle 
of social science research and analysis in the continent and currently has more than 
4,000 active members.

Such activity reflected his pan-Africanism, which was an essential and abiding part 
of his personality and his intellectual leanings. But he did not see this as a simplistic 
celebration of one homogenised “African culture”, which in any case he recognised as 
a false construct. In a moving tribute, the young Tanzanian social scientist Natasha 
Issa Shivji has pointed out that Amin argued for pan-Africanism as “a project of the 
oppressed of Africa against imperialism and its compradors… as a political project from 
below, as a class project in defence of the peasantry and the working people and an 
anti-imperialist project birthed from the nationalist movements.”

Amin had a sharp intellect and little patience for academic dissemblers, whom he saw 
through easily. He had an appropriately cynical attitude to mainstream economics, 
which he saw as little more than a discourse “to legitimise the unrestricted predations 
of capital,” and dismissed the claims of economics to being a pure science as little 
more than “magic and witchcraft”. His own analytical framework was that of Marxian 
political economy, of which he developed his own specifically anti-imperialist variant 
that presumed the existence of unequal exchange between North and South, that 
systematically impoverishes the South in various ways.

So for Amin, capitalism, which was always a global system, was critically dependent on 
the polarisation between centre and periphery, and the logic of capital accumulation 
was such that the periphery could never catch up with the centre. Thus Amin became 
one of the most celebrated proponents of “dependency theory”, which he developed 
in several books. He saw the fundamentally unequal relationship between centre and 
periphery is characterised by the five monopolies which reproduce global capitalism: 
of technology, because of imperialist military spending; of access to natural resources; 
of finance; of international communication and media; and of the means of mass 
destruction.

But global class relations are complex, as he increasingly recognised when it came 
to the role of religious fundamentalism as a supposedly anti-imperialist expression. 
Even though anti-imperialism was his deepest and most abiding characteristic, he was 
ruthless in his critique of religious fundamentalist movements. He was a vehement 
opponent of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, criticising them sharply not only for their 
revanchist religious dogma with its socially regressive implications, but also because 
he believed that in economic terms they would apply the same neoliberal policies that 
the centre typically wanted to impose on peripheral countries. He even supported 
the military coup in Egypt – to the dismay of many of his friends and fellow-travellers 
– because of his deep opposition to both the politics and economics represented by 
such groups, and he felt strongly that they could never be part of a truly emancipatory 
movement.

4. http://www.forumtiersmonde.net/
5. https://www.codesria.org/

These are strong views, and Samir always expressed them forcefully. But he was also 
a man of great personal charm, always curious and empathetic, able to connect easily 
with people across the world of different backgrounds and ages, with little recognition 
of conventional hierarchies of age, achievement or experience. And his tenacity and 
untiring commitment were unbelievable. Even a few weeks before his death, I and 
many others among his friends and comrades across the world received emails from 
him reiterating the need for “a new International” and insisting on enlisting us for 
this cause, with demands for clear commitments with regard to time and output. He 
brought his formidable intellect and persuasive powers to this with so much energy 
and passion that we were shamed into compliance, promising to take this forward. 

That pledge remains. So we cannot even begin to say farewell, Samir, until we have 
done at least some of what we promised you. 

Jayati Ghosh 
Professor of economics at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 
Executive secretary of International Development Economics Associates (IDEAs).






